
by ROBERT ROZBORIL

For years, Westlake’s annual Tree Lighting Cer-
emony at City Hall has also marked the crown-
ing of Mr. and Mrs. Westlake. Since 1955, the 

Westlake Town Criers have celebrated one couple that 
have best served the people of Westlake in a positive 
and outstanding manner. 

This year, the honor went to Mike and Delicia 
Ostrowski.

Mayor Dennis Clough and Rick Grane of the Town 
Criers commemorated the Ostrowskis’ selflessness in a 
small, socially-distanced ceremony at Westlake City Hall 
the evening of Dec. 6. Attendees wore masks when not 
speaking.

by LYDIA GADD

The most widely held legend about 
the Christmas stocking links to 
St. Nicholas creatively helping a 

down-and-out widower. Knowing that 
this widower would refuse charity, the 
stealthy St. Nicholas slipped down the 
chimney of this man’s home and snuck 
gold coins into the stockings hanging 
by the fireplace. The stockings provided 

a perfect receptacle for an unexpected 
bit of cheer.

Due to pronounced social isolation 
this year, the need for cheer is great. This 
thought prompted staffers from the 
Westlake Community Services depart-
ment, along with the department’s 
Community Advisory Council and Youth 
Board, to concoct a plan surprising 100 
area seniors, St. Nicholas style.

Led by the fundraising and solici-

tation effort of the Advisory Council, 
100 stockings were purchased and 
quickly filled with donations. The 
bounty included cookies, chocolates, 
hot cocoa, lip balm, hand sanitizers and 
handmade candles. One clever donor 
packaged four blank Christmas cards 
with envelopes and stamps encourag-
ing the stocking recipients to continue 
to spread the joy to four of their friends.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

VOLUME 12 • ISSUE 24VOLUME 12 • ISSUE 24  ||    Community News Powered by the Citizens of Westlake and Bay VillageCommunity News Powered by the Citizens of Westlake and Bay Village    | |  15 DECEMBER 2020 15 DECEMBER 2020

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story

online by Jan. 1
at wbvobserver.com

 See TOWN CRIERS page 2
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Town Criers recognize Mr. and Mrs. Westlake 2021

Mike and Delicia Ostrowski, center, are Mr. and Mrs. Westlake 2021. They are pictured outside City Hall with two 
of their children, Liana and Jake, as well as Rick Grane from the Town Criers and Mayor Dennis Clough.

by NANCY BROWN

The Wander family of Bay 
Village came up with a 
creative way to bless those 

less fortunate during this pan-
demic and economic downturn. 
They started collecting and uti-
lizing old backpacks and filling 
them with mittens and every-
thing nice to comfort the less 
fortunate on our cold Cleveland 
nights!

Kristen and her daughter 
Emily, along with their faithful 
dog Bodhi, pack them each week-
end so that Kristen can distribute 
them to the homeless people she 
encounters on her lunch hour 
when working downtown. 

If you’d like to donate to those in need, the Bay Village Police Department has a 
designated drop box in the lobby that continuously fills up with donations. The box 
will remain there to collect gloves, hats, socks, healthy foods and hygiene items. Please 
remember this designated drop off box for the items above. Most importantly, know the 
compassion of donating will go well beyond the holiday season.  See VACANCY  page 2

100 Westlake seniors surprised with stockings of cheer

A selfless act of kindness            
Bay Village family packs blessings in a bag
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Mary Bodmann, youth coordinator, assembles 
stockings for 100 Westlake seniors.  See STOCKINGS page 2

Children share 
their favorite

 seasonal traditions    
See pages 8-9

It doesn’t need to be said that 
2020 was a challenging year. 
We all know it. At best we’ve 

had to deal with a fundamental 
change in our daily lives; at worst, 
the loss of a loved one. 

At the Observer, we have 
endured the slings and arrows 
of a depressed economy and 
mourned the passing of longtime 
columnist and Bay Village histo-
rian, Kay Laughlin. 

But it has also been a heart-
warming year, of people joining 
together to help others. You’ve read 
their stories on these pages and 
hopefully found comfort in them. 

When we asked for your 
support to keep us afloat during 
the darkest times, it came in 
droves. The financial contributions 
and hand-written notes of 

Moving ahead 
together

EDITORIAL

Filled backpacks ready to go.

 See TOGETHER page 2

Bay Village seeks 
applicants for City 
Council vacancy
by TARA WENDELL

The City of Bay Village will have a vacan-
cy on City Council beginning Jan. 1, 
2021, for Nancy Stainbrook’s at-large 

seat, expiring on Dec. 31, 2021. According 
to the city charter, the vacancy is to be filled 
by appointment by a majority vote of the 
remaining members of Council. The person 
selected will serve for the balance of the term.

Stainbrook announced her resignation at 
the Dec. 7 Council meeting, effective Dec. 31, 
2020. In a statement, she cited increasing work 
demands as the reason for her departure, and 
expressed appreciation for her fellow Council 
members, the administration and city staff.



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   
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As Mr. and Mrs. Westlake, 
the Ostrowskis got to light up 
the brilliant array of holiday 
decorations both inside and 
outside City Hall for all to 
enjoy. They also will be featured 
during city-sponsored events 
in 2021, such as the Memorial 
Day and Fourth of July parades.

Delicia is a nurse who 
has served as a PTA president 
and several other PTA roles, 
organizing events to raise 
funds and awareness for our 
children and our community, 

such as “Dollars for Scholars.” 
As a nurse, it is remarkable 
that she finds the time to be 
as involved as she has been.

Mike is a sports profes-
sional who gives back to his 
community by volunteering 
as a coach and mentor to 
kids through basketball and 
football.

The Ostrowskis manage 
their careers and all of their 
charitable work while raising 
three children, Jake, Liana and 
Will. 

encouragement and appreciation helped keep us going.
We are truly the community’s newspaper: written, read 

and supported by thousands of Westlake and Bay Village 
residents. 

We may still have a long road ahead to reach normal 
again but we’ll travel it together, as a community.

The Observer will return in the new year with an online-
only issue on Jan. 5; our twice-monthly print production 
schedule will resume Jan. 19. 

Thank you to all of our supporters – the readers, the 
writers, the advertisers and the donors. Wishing you all a 
Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas and happy, healthy 
holiday season.

See you in 2021!
Tara Wendell and Denny Wendell, Publishers

“To my Council colleagues, it’s been 
a pleasure working together as a member 
of the legislative branch of Bay Village. I 
appreciate the talent each of you bring 
to City Council, and I’m grateful for all 
we’ve accomplished in our community 
over the last 4 years,” Stainbrook said. 
“Thank you to Council Leadership, the 
Administration, and all our wonderful 
city employees for your commitment 
each day, and support of City Council. 
I’d like to give special thanks to our Clerk 
of Council Joan Kemper for her steadfast 
wisdom, expertise, and dedication. It’s 
been an honor and pleasure to serve the 
residents of Bay Village.”

Stainbrook was appointed to the 
seat in February 2017 and won election 
to a new four-year term in November of 
that year. She previously served as Ward 3 
Councilwoman from 2002 to 2005. She is 
currently the chair of the Public Improve-
ments, Streets, Sewers and Drainage Com-
mittee, and Council’s representative to the 

Community Services Advisory Board.
“Nancy Stainbrook has been a strong 

and balanced asset to Bay Village City 
Council, and her professionalism in the 
position will be missed,” said Council 
President Dwight Clark. “Nancy was 
always well-prepared with her Council 
presentations and comments, always 
taking the time and making the effort 
to research and articulate her individual 
position on the matter at hand. She took 
great pride as Chair of Bay Village’s Public 
Improvements Committee, in that the 

city has undertaken and completed 
many capital projects over this time 
period. The Administration and fellow 
City Council members wish her the very 
best in her future personal and profes-
sional endeavors.”

Qualified applicants for the position 
must have lived in Bay Village for at least 
one year and maintain residence during 
his or her term. As stated in the city’s 
codified ordinances, Council members 
“shall not hold any other public office, 
be an employee of the City of Bay Village, 
the Bay Village Board of Education (Bay 
Village City Schools), or the County of 
Cuyahoga.” Applicants are also required 
to be “qualified electors,” having the 
qualifications provided by law to vote.

To apply, forward a letter of interest 
and resume or list of qualifications to 
Joan Kemper, Clerk of Council, 350 Dover 
Center Road, Bay Village, Ohio 44140 or 
by email to jkemper@cityofbayvillage.
com. Applications will be accepted until 
Dec. 23, 2020, at 4:30 p.m.

City Council hopes to select a 
replacement for the at-large position 
before the end of January. 

The most prized items, 
however, came from our local 
youth. Westlake high school-
ers from our Youth Board cre-
ated personalized Christmas 
cards. Art students made 
name tags, and elementary 
school students made orna-
ments and crafts galore. The 
Westlake Elementary PTA 
motivated their children to 
produce enough crafts and 
cards for every stocking to 
have at least four unique 
items. As donations and 
items appeared, it was clear 
that this project shaped up 
to be a community-wide, and 
intergenerational activity.

The stockings were deliv-
ered on the Friday before 
St. Nicholas Day, Dec. 6, by 
Center staff. We identified 
100 Center patrons whom 
we thought might be most in 
need of cheer. Our list began 
with people who experienced 
losses. Next we thought about 
those who live alone, and 
finally we added the names 
of some of our “regulars” who 

we haven’t seen since this 
pandemic. 

The appreciation and 
gratitude from our recipients 
was well worth the effort. A 
good number of them called 
to say that the stocking arrived 
at “just the right time,” as they 
were feeling particularly low 
at that moment.

One caller cried tears of 
gratitude, opening up about 
the terrible losses she suffered 
this year. Another stated she 
had been contemplating 
whether to finish decorating 
her tree, leaning toward a 
“no,” but the special delivery 
changed her mind and mood. 
Yet another called gushing 
with so much enthusiasm she 
broke into song! 

The stockings did the job 
of providing some joy. They 
weren’t filled with gold, but 
what they were filled with was 
efforts from a community that 
cares. That may even be better 
than gold.

As a footnote, we know 
that there are more than 100 
seniors out there in need 
of cheer. We have ideas for 
future “surprises” and will 
look to identify 100 more 

seniors. If you are, or know 
of a senior who could ben-
efit from this and other 
outreaches, please let us 
know. While our Center 
activities are closed to the 
public, we continue to be 

busy providing transporta-
tion, social services and vir-
tual programs. We earnestly 
want to do what we can to 
help create a safety net and 
spread some cheer. Call us at 
440-899-3544.   

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community. The mission of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve 
and energize the community through the participation 
of the 1,100+ community volunteers. All Westlake and 
Bay Village residents are invited to participate.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      
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TOGETHER from front page    

Bay Village councilwoman-at-large 
Nancy Stainbrook will resign Dec. 31.

TOWN CRIERS from front page    

Diana B. received a stocking outside of her apartment 
building delivered by Westlake Community Services 
program planner Jodi Rodriguez.
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Your gift helps enhance the quality 
of life in Bay Village, Ohio
The many community organizations in Bay Village form the foundation of 
our wonderful town. These groups provide unmatched benefits including 
comfort and nourishment to cancer patients, providing art accessibility to all, 
documenting our past, providing environmental education and support, and 
helping with bike repair and donations, among a few examples.      

Foundation trustees are volunteers who serve to improve the quality of life in 
Bay by providing grants and scholarships from the donations received from you.

The Foundations’s annual fund drive will be 
mailing out letters asking you help us help 
the community. Please consider making a 
donation by mail or visit 
bayvillagefoundation.com. Thank You.

PLEASE PROOF READ                BAY VILLAGE FOUNDATION _ WBVObserver_ 11/2020

PLEASE PROOFREAD. ©2020 Westlake | Bay Village Observer

Nov 21 to Christmas
Extended hours
BAYarts Gift Certificates for shop, gallery or classes.

Shop online www.bayarts.net

Dr. Gravino and CPCees members Jason Hartzell, Trey Kraska and Peter 
Sutherland.
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

In November, a study from Cardiff 
University in Cardiff, Wales, UK, pre-
sented promising signs that certain 

kinds of mouthwash kill the coronavirus 
within 30 seconds, helping to reduce 
transmission and slow the spread of 
the virus. The type of mouthwash that 
was included in the study is one that 
contains at least 0.07% cetypyridinium 
chloride (CPC).

After reading news articles about the 
results of this study from Wales, the Bay 
Village Sea Scouts team, properly called the 
CPCees, decided to conduct their own trial 
as part of a STEM competition – eCyber-
Mission Challenge – to address a commu-
nity concern. Their mission is to find out 
if the simple act of using this mouthwash 
does indeed help prevent the transmission 
and contracting of COVID-19.

The CPCees team consists of Peter 
Sutherland, Zach Graham, Jason Hartzell 
and Trey Kraska, led by Richard Gash. The 
team even reached out to the doctor who 
led the study, Dr. David Thomas at Cardiff 
University in Wales. Dr. Thomas responded 
positively to the boys’ study and is looking 
forward to learning their results.

The CPCees have asked friends, 
family, and neighbors to participate in 
the study, which simply means following 
the directions labeled on the mouthwash 
bottle in the morning or before leaving the 
house. On Dec. 4, the CPCees met with 
Bay Village dentist Dr. Nick Gravino to 
talk about how mouthwash works and 
how it is it thought to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19.

Dr. Gravino explained that rins-
ing with the mouthwash for 30 seconds 
may help provide your body protection 
from contracting coronavirus for up to six 

hours. Furthermore, it is thought that if a 
person who is COVID-19 positive uses the 
mouthwash and the amount of virus in 
their mouth is temporarily reduced, it will 
help prevent them from further spreading 
the disease to other people, as the virus 
lives in droplets in saliva. It is hoped that 
using this product will be another puzzle 
piece to slowing the spread of COVID-19 
when combined with social distancing, 
mask-wearing, and hand washing.

The CPCees study will last about six 
weeks, and the boys plan to have results 
by mid-January. Participants are asked 
to report if they contracted COVID-19 
while participating. The boys hope that 
indeed, none of the people participat-
ing will have contracted the disease. The 
father of Zach Graham – Scott – is a math 
teacher at Bay High School and he will 
help the team with a statistical analysis 
of the data collected.   

Sea Scouts to study if 
mouthwash can slow COVID-19

by ELIZABETH HISER

Native berry-bearing and ever-
green plant species provide 
important habitat and food for 

overwintering bird species. Additionally, 
many animal species depend on winter 
cover to protect their young. These plants 
can also provide a pop of color to bright-
en up winters’ dreariest days! 

Some native species that provide 
winter cover and food include Ameri-
can holly (Ilex opaca), Winterberry (Ilex 
verticillata), Inkberry (Ilex glabra), Red 
chokeberry (Aronia arbutifolia), Red 
cedar (Juniperus virginiana), and White 
pine (Pinus strobus).

Using native plants in your land-
scaping helps to preserve the biodiversity 
of our region. Native plants are adapted 

to our climate and require less water or 
fertilizer (if any). Their roots often extend 
deep into the ground preventing soil ero-
sion while providing organic matter to 
the soil. Native plants attract wildlife and 
increase diversity in our landscape all 
while reducing the threat of non-native 
plant species. To add winter interest to 
your home landscape visit your local tree 
farm or nursery. 

Check out the Cuyahoga Soil & Water 
Conservation District website and the 
Native Plants Program page, cuyahogas-
wcd.org/programs/native-plants, to find 
a nursery selling native plants near you. 

December Landscaping: Plant for the birds!
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BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS

by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

Preschoolers at Glenview Child Care Center have been busy 
spreading joy to the medical community. Students made 
nearly 80 cards to share with the pediatric residents at Cleve-

land Clinic. The cards were delivered in early December.
Besides showing their gratitude for the medical community 

in their cards, the students enjoyed participating in activities 
related to the medical field. 

Glenview preschoolers spread joy to medical community

Students in Frances Csarny’s 3- and 4-year-old class show the cards they made for pediatric 
residents at the Cleveland Clinic.

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village
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Preschoolers made thank you cards for doctors.

by DIANA PI, M.D.

I once heard: Pandemics 
produce one thing reliably – 
amnesia.
Unless, of course, you are the 

bearer of the disease.
Bob, 67, was born in London, 

England. When he was 2½ years 
old, he contracted polio. The 
ordeal lasted a few weeks; back 
then all doctors could do was 
“wait and see … what muscles 
come back.” He survived, but his 
legs were partially paralyzed.

At age 6, Bob was hospital-
ized (customary at the time) for 
rehabilitation. A year and a half 
later, he was able to walk out of the 
hospital with just one leg brace.

Ten years ago (54 years after 
the original polio), he developed 
post-polio syndrome and lost 
most strength in his legs. Bob now 
walks with two canes.

Polio destroys nerve cells. 
It attacks mostly children under 
5; adults get it too, and a famous 
example is Franklin D. Roos-
evelt. Outbreaks used to arrive 
each summer. In a 1952 survey, 
Americans feared polio second to 
nuclear annihilation. Then vac-
cines changed everything.

Bob remembered finally get-
ting a polio vaccine in the late 
1950s (he could get polio again 
from a different strain). He didn’t 
hesitate. As a board member of the 
Ohio Polio Network, he said, “I’ve 
suffered an epidemic, but I’m glad 
that nobody has to suffer that.”

The year Bob contracted 
polio, 1955, happened to be 
the year the first polio vaccine 

became available in the U.S. It 
was developed by Dr. Jonas Salk at 
the University of Pittsburgh. Years 
later, at the University of Cincin-
nati, Dr. Albert Sabin developed 
another polio vaccine.

Thanks to these vaccines, 
the U.S. was declared polio-free 
by 1979. Globally polio cases went 
from 350,000 cases in 1988 to 33 
cases in 2018.

Bob doesn’t understand the 
vaccine hesitancy in this country. 
“We had great faith in American 
medicine. Why is it we don’t have 
faith now? Nothing is changed. 
Science is better. We know so 
much. It’s nonsensical.”

I understand one concern – 
safety. Sure, vaccines have side 
effects, like everything else doc-
tors do in medicine. Drugs, X-rays, 
surgery all have side effects. Safety 
in medicine is not black-and-
white, 100% or nothing. Safety 
carefully weighs risk against ben-
efits.

Side effects associated with 
vaccines are usually minor: red-
ness and soreness at the injec-
tion site, muscle ache, fatigue, 
low-grade fever. This tempo-
rary discomfort is our immune 
system telling us, “Hey, thanks for 
the heads-up. I can identify the 
enemy, and I’m gearing up for the 
real fight.” Serious side effects like 
nasty allergic reactions are rare.

No, we don’t know everything 
about the COVID-19 vaccines – 
but we will. What we do know: 
They’ve exceeded expectations, 
are quite safe, prevent mild and 
severe COVID cases, and, hope-
fully, will save lives, lots of lives.

In the U.S., vaccines have 
successfully eradicated smallpox 
(1949), measles (2000), rubella 
(2004), and diphtheria (2012). 
Given time, more diseases will be 
on that list.   

Salk never patented his vac-
cine. And I’ll never forget what he 
said when asked why: “Can you 
patent the sun?” 

Bearers of 
the great 
pandemics

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

by NANCY BROWN

Microchipped 
pets are 50% 
more likely 

to be returned to their 
owners than those 
without a microchip. 
If you are looking for 
one of the best gifts you 
can purchase for your 
beloved pet all year long, 
consider spending a few 
minutes of your time 
getting your pet micro-
chipped at a veterinary 
office or pet store. The 
process is inexpensive 
and non-painful.

Microchips are 
tiny electronic devices 
the size of a piece of 
rice injected under the 
skin with a hypoder-
mic needle. When a 
scanner is passed over 

a pet’s skin, it emits 
radio frequencies that 
activate the chip, which 
transmits a unique 
identification number 
back to the scanner. 
It is imperative that 
the pet’s owner keep 
the chip updated with 
changes and renewals 
with company chip is 
registered to. Micro-
chips are available for 
both dogs and cats.

A current micro-
chip, dog license and 
legible and current iden-
tification tag on your 
pet with a good quality 
identifiable collar are 
inexpensive invest-
ments that will help 
get your misplaced pet 
home and save you and 
your family from poten-
tial broken hearts. 

Microchips for your pets
PET CARE

by JEAN SMITH

This year has been one of challenges and 
frustrations for the Westlake Garden 
Club. Our club year begins in March so, 

as a group, we have not met at all this year. The 
board met in March before the shut-down, had 
an in-person socially distanced meeting in the 
president’s driveway, and had a Zoom meeting. 

We have tried to stay connected with 
members through a monthly newsletter and 
phone calls, and the new board has been 
elected for 2021. Sharing the presidency are 
Cathy Garlitz and Jean Smith; treasurer, Marie 
McCarthy; recording secretary, Anne Engel 
and Marsha McEntee; and program chair, Deb 
Dougherty.

Many of our members stayed busy tend-

ing their gardens during the summer and are 
caring for houseplants now. We decorated a 
holiday tree for the Cleveland Botanical Gar-
dens’ Glow Festival which is open through Jan. 
3, 2021. More than 30 affiliate clubs decorated 
trees and wreaths for this year’s festival.

How do you plan during a pandemic? 
Until we can once again meet in person, our 
plan through June 2021 is for monthly Zoom 
board meetings and one or two Zoom general 
meetings with speakers. Thank goodness for 
the Zoom technology!  Beyond that, we hope 
to resume in-person meetings with interesting 
speakers and programs, field trips, and perhaps 
an evening program for the public. Please visit 
our website, www.westlakegardenclub.org, to 
view our Garden Scoop newsletters and for 
more information about the club. Stay well. 

The Westlake Garden Club survives 2020
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Help the homeless.
Donate today.
Help the homeless.  
Donate today.  
Community West Foundation started the SocksPLUS initiative after learning that 
socks were, and still are, the number one requested item by the homeless.

A gift of just $10 will help us purchase 10 pairs of socks. A larger donation 
provides socks PLUS gloves, hats, boots and other necessities that are 
so desperately needed.

Help keep the homeless men, women and children 
in greater Cleveland warmer this winter.

  

Visit  
SocksPLUS.org 

or text  
SocksPlus  
to 44321

by NOREEN KYLE

Westshore Enforce-
m e n t  Bu re a u 
(WEB) would like to 

respectfully extend its grati-
tude to the residents of Bay Vil-
lage, Westlake, Fairview Park, 
Lakewood, North Olmsted and 
Rocky River for their continued 
trust and support of this beau-
tifully orchestrated, multi-city 
partnership.

This unique collaboration 
has laid a 50-year foundation 
for a multi-jurisdictional oper-
ation since its inception in 
September 1970. The partner-
ship arose to address shared 
interest in law enforcement 
and community planning 
needs across the six western 
suburbs.

One of the first of its kind, 
the Westshore Council of Gov-
ernments and the Westshore 
Enforcement Bureau collabor-
ative boards continue to meet 
monthly while communicating 
regularly about multi-govern-
ment activities. Seated at the 
table are the mayors, police 
chiefs and representatives 
from each of the dedicated 
WEB units.

The Westshore Enforce-

ment Bureau consists of spe-
cialty trained units serving 
a multi-pronged approach: 
Narcotics, Hazardous Device, 
Crisis Negotiation, Crowd Con-
trol, Hazmat, Vice, SWAT and 
CERT (Community Emergency 
Response Team).

Take a quick look back at 
just a few of many highlights 
from the past several years of 
the Narcotics Unit operations 
and programming:
• 2004-2019: 3,172 cases 

involving drug trafficking/
possession/pharmaceutical 
diversion criminal cases with 
3,806 defendants charged.

• 2010: The Westshore Young 
Leaders Network was estab-
lished for middle and high 
school students. The WYLN 
is dedicated to implement-
ing strategies aimed at 
prevention and reducing 
youth substance use while 
encouraging healthy lifestyle 
choices through hands on 

training, educational pre-
vention events and leader-
ship experiences.

• 2012: Prescription medica-
tion 365/24/7 drop boxes 
installed in each of the six 
Westshore police depart-
ment lobbies with a total 
of 18,718 pounds col-
lected and safely destroyed 
through 2019.

• 2014: Lifesaving NARCAN 
(overdose reversal product) 
issued to each member of 
the six Westshore police 
departments with 350 cred-
ited saves through 2019.

• 2018: In cooperation with 
MetroHealth launched the 
Quick Response Team (QRT) 
initiative which completes 
follow-up visits with over-
dose victims and their fami-
lies providing resources for 
treatment, prevention and 
education.

Additionally, WEB would 
like to extend sincere thanks 
to all the past and present-
day law enforcement per-
sonnel and city officials who 
constitute WEB for their con-
tinued dedication to serving 
and ensuring the safety of all 
families in Cleveland’s western 
suburbs. 

Westshore Enforcement Bureau 
commemorates 50 years

by DAVE PFISTER

Years ago, the idea of offer-
ing a Little Free Library at 
the Clague Museum was 

certainly on our wish list. With the 
museum library now closed due to 
the current Covid-19 pandemic, we 
believe this little outdoor library is a 
great asset to our community.

Currently, more than 100,000 
Little Free Libraries are registered 
in over 100 countries of the world. 
We were proud to receive our char-
ter this past summer. It is some-
times referred to as Lysa’s Little 
Free Library at the Clague House 
Museum.

Our Little Free Library is dedi-
cated to the memory of Sophronia 
Clague, a former school teacher 
who was also a large supporter of 
reading. Upon her passing, Soph-
ronia Clague not only asked that a 
library be established at the Clague 
House, but also donated a large 
sum of money to the local com-
munity library.

Located on the north side of 
the Clague House Museum near 
the herb garden, the Little Free 
Library stands ready to serve. As 
the days grow shorter, the little 
library is lighted for your con-
venience.

The selection of books 
includes novels, mysteries, his-
tory, children’s, and many more 
that change regularly.

Please stop by and take a book 
to enjoy! If you would like to donate 
a book, CD or DVD that you believe 
someone else would find interest-
ing, please place it in the library.

The Clague House Museum 
and Little Free Library are located 
at 1371A Clague Road. If you have 
any questions, please contact us 
at the museum at 216-848-0680.

Even though the Clague 
House is currently closed, the 
museum store offers many fine 
stocking stuffers during this gifting 
season. Please call us at 216-848-
0680 for more information.

Everyone at the Westlake His-
torical Society wishes you a happy 
holiday season, as well as a safe 
and healthy new year! 

Museum offers Little Free Library 
in memory of Sophronia Clague

WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s late December 2020 calendar of 
events. All programs are subject to change. 
Please check westlakelibrary.org or follow 
the library on Facebook and Twitter 
(@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Wednesday, Dec. 16 (2-3 p.m.) 
Wednesday Afternoon Book Discus-
sion – This month’s title is “The Immor-
talists” by Chloe Benjamin. Please regis-
ter to receive Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, Dec. 16 (4-5 p.m.) Teen 
Writers Group (Live) – A bi-weekly 
meet-up for writers in grades 7-12. This is 
a dedicated hour just to write. We’ll reserve 
the last 15 minutes for any writer in need 
of group brainstorming. Please regis-
ter. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, Dec. 16 (7-8 p.m.) 
Alfred Hitchcock: His Greatest Films 
(Live) – Join us on Zoom for a fascinating 
presentation on the Master of Suspense! 
Alfred Hitchcock was a master director 
of mystery movies with surprise endings 
in the early and middle 20th century. He 
was also a very active anti-fascist as some 
of his movies confirm. This presentation 

will offer information on many of his 
greatest films. Please register. Partici-
pants must provide an email to receive 
Zoom instructions.

Thursday, Dec. 17 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) 
WPPL Roblox Club – Love Roblox? 
Then WPPL has a club for you! We have 
some private servers set up for Tweens in 
grades 4-6 to hang out with their friends 
and enjoy some of the most popular 
games via Zoom. Please register.

Friday, Dec. 18 (4-4:30 p.m.) Cup 
of Science (Live) – Join Miss Holly on 
Facebook, Twitter or YouTube for a fun 
science video about Candy Chemistry! 
For ages 4-6.

Friday, Dec. 18 (4:30-5 p.m.) Adapt-
ed Storytime (Live) – Join us for this 
Zoom storytime designed for children 
who may not be successful in a typical 
storytime. Content is geared toward ages 
3-7 years. Please register. Participants 
must provide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions.

Saturday, Dec. 19 (11-11:40 a.m.) 
Mystery STEAM Bag Challenge – Join 
us on Zoom to share your Mystery STEAM 
Bag designs. Grades 1-2. If you are inter-
ested in participating, please register for 
the “Mystery STEAM Bag Supply Pick 
Up.” Pick-up begins on Dec. 12, and reg-

istration for the supplies automatically 
registers you for this program.

Sunday, Dec. 20 (2-2:30 p.m.) Ameri-
can Girl Doll Club: Winter Fun – Join 
us on Zoom for some winter fun! Supply 
kits, which you will need to participate 
in this program, will be available in the 
Youth Services Department beginning 
Dec. 13. Ages 6-10. Please register. Regis-
tering for the supply kit also registers you 
for the Dec. 20 Zoom event. Participants 
must provide an email address to receive 
ZOOM instructions.

Monday, Dec. 21 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Winter Sensory Kit – Pick up a sensory 
kit and experience the sounds, scents, 
sights and textures of the season with 
your child! Ages 3-7. While supplies last.

Thursday, Dec. 24 and Friday, Dec. 
25 – Library Closed for Christmas

Saturday, Dec. 26 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) 
New Year’s Eve Party Pack Pick-Up 
– Stop by the Youth Services Dept. begin-
ning Dec. 26 to pick up your New Year’s 
Eve party pack filled with everything you 
need to celebrate at home! While supplies 
last. For ages 4-7.

Saturday, Dec. 26 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) 
STEAMMaker Lab: Health and Fitness 
Supply Pick-Up – There are 11 major 
organ systems in the human organism. 
We’ll provide supplies to make models 
of two of these systems and a medical 
device. Supply kits are available begin-
ning Dec. 26. Grades 3-5. Registration 
begins Dec. 19.

Monday, Dec. 28 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 

Vision Boards Supply Pick Up – Cre-
ating a vision board puts all your dreams, 
goals and aspirations directly in front of 
you. For teens and adults with special 
needs. No experience necessary. Caregiv-
ers welcome. Registering for this supply 
pick up also registers you for the Zoom 
meeting on Jan. 4 at 2 p.m.  Registration 
begins Dec. 21. You must provide an 
email to receive Zoom information for 
the Jan. 4 program.

Monday, Dec. 28 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Kinder Club – Pick up your packet at 
the Youth Services Desk on or after Dec. 
28. Each bag will contain multiple early 
literacy concepts that will be featured 
weekly on our Kinder Club Blog. Ages 4-6 
While supplies last.

Wednesday, Dec. 30 (7-8 p.m.) Virtu-
al Trivia Night @ Porter (Live) – Join us 
on Zoom as we say goodbye to 2020 with 
trivia on all things New Year’s Eve! Play 
as a single player or as a family. Please 
register to get a Zoom invitation.

Thursday, Dec. 31 (11:30 a.m.-noon) 
Countdown to Noon Family Storytime 
(Live) – Join us on Facebook, Twitter or 
YouTube for a special storytime featuring 
our favorite stories, songs and rhymes. 
We will even do our own early countdown 
to 12:00 (noon)!

Thursday, Dec. 31– Library Closes 
at 5 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 1 – New Year’s Day: 
Library Closed

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library       
Upcoming late December events

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough recognized 
the Senior and Com-

munity Services Department’s 
Senior Transportation Team on 
Friday, Dec. 11, for continuing 
to provide “steadfast, reliable” 
service throughout the Covid-
19 situation.

The 10-driver team has 
taken great care to ensure the 
safest environment possible for 
senior residents who rely on the 
transportation services these 
drivers provide to get to their 
essential medical appoint-
ments and receive critical sup-

plies.
The friendly conversation 

and sense of connection these 
employees offer homebound 
seniors goes a long way to 
help combat social isolation. 
In addition to transportation 
services, the team has been 
making friendly phone calls to 
seniors and delivering food and 
supplies.

Mayor Clough was pleased 
to recognize the valuable con-
tributions the drivers have 
made toward the cause of 
ensuring that senior residents 
are well taken care of.

“I extend gratitude to the 
members of this team for their 

professionalism, dedication to 
service, positive attitude and 
kindness to the members of the 
public,” Mayor Clough said in 
an official Proclamation dedi-
cated to the Senior Transporta-
tion Team. “Congratulations on 
your success and let me assure 
you that Westlake residents 
appreciate you. I am proud to 
have such a great group of dedi-
cated employees.”

The mayor proclaimed that 
Friday, Dec. 11, 2020, would be 
named in honor of the Senior 
Transportation Team.

Other staffers from the 
Senior and Community Ser-
vices Department placed signs 

in the drivers’ front yards 
saying “Thank You! Super Hero 
Driver” as a bonus surprise for 
their colleagues to find waiting 
for them. 

The team consists of 
the following members: Dan 

DeVito, Pat McNamara, Out-
reach Coordinator Donna 
Feorene, Nancy Fox, Peggy 
Marquard, Bob Kowal, Mary 
Rabatsky, Tom Weaver, Joe 
Starin, John Price and Marty 
Kelly. 

Westlake Senior Transportation Team 
recognized for ‘steadfast, reliable’ service

The Westlake Senior Transportation Team (L to R): Dan DeVito, Pat McNamara, Donna Feorene, Nancy Fox, Peggy Marquard, Bob Kowal, Mary Rabatsky, 
Tom Weaver, Joe Starin, John Price, Marty Kelly. Note: This photo was taken prior to Covid-19.

Senior and Community Services Director Lydia Gadd gives a 
thumbs up in front of a “Thank You” sign placed in the front 
yard of Senior Transportation Team member Pat McNamara.

WESTLAKE CENTER FOR SENIOR & COMMUNITY SERVICES
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by JEFF BING

‘Twas the night before play-
offs, and throughout Jim-
my’s house, not a person 

was stirring, not even his spouse. A 
space had been cleared on the mantel 
with care, in hopes that a Super Bowl 
trophy soon would reside there. The 
executives were nervous all; (most 
likely on prescription meds), know-
ing an early playoff exit would likely 
be akin to “Off with their heads!” With 
Dee in her kerchief, and Jimmy in his 
cap, one could not help but wonder 
if this was some sort of trap.

When out on the lawn there arose 
such a clatter, Jimmy sprung from his 
La-Z-Boy to see what ‘twas the matter. 
But soon, in his haste to ID the noise 
in the snow, he tripped over Dee and 
down the stairs he did go. When, what 
to his tear-filled eyes should appear, 
but Baker in the doorway, doing Jello 
shots and beer. Overcome by the sight, 
Jimmy again nearly fell, but gasped 
a sigh of relief, for no, ‘twasn’t Baker, 
‘twas Johnny Manziel!

Though in his own mind, Jimmy 
felt well-rested, the vision of Manziel 
had Jimmy thinking “Get concussion-
tested.” When suddenly, to Jimmy, it 
became clear at last: He was being 
visited by the ghost of seasons passed. 
Jimmy lunged at the spirit, and 
slammed into the wall; while Johnny 

chortled maniacally, “If I laugh any 
harder, I think I might fall.” And then 
in a twinkling, Johnny went “poof,” 
and Jimmy’s head felt as if kicked by 
a reindeer hoof.

Jimmy rubbed his head, and 
while turning around, saw Santa 
tumble down the chimney, making 
quite a sound. He was dressed in all 
fur from his head to his boot, and 
had PETA been there, Santa’s good 
intentions would have been ren-
dered quite moot.

Santa’s eyes – how they twin-
kled! And his dimples – how merry. 
His cheeks were like roses, ‘twas 
clear he’d found the sherry. He had 
a round face and a little round belly, 
that shook when he laughed (but he 
was, frankly, quite smelly).

Yet Jimmy felt they’d connect-
ed, and the Browns would do well, 
though he wasn’t sure why; he just 
couldn’t tell. Jimmy went to his bed, 
and told Dee the good news, then 
promised bonuses to his execs, con-
vinced the Browns couldn’t lose.

With Scrooge-like thoughts, 
Jimmy stoked fireplace embers, 
doing the math in his head, pro-
jecting income from new loge 
members. But the joy proved short-
lived, as Santa sailed out of sight, 
proclaiming, “Merry Christmas to 
all, and the Steelers will win it all 
tomorrow night!” 

‘The night before playoffs’
THE DIGITAL WORLD SPORTING VIEWS

My tech resolution for 2021
by TAK SATO

I know Hanukkah just started and Christ-
mas is still over a week away but I’ve been 
thinking about 2021 often. Perhaps it’s 

the unprecedented year that 2020 turned out 
to be and the hope of 2021 being better. So 
today I want to talk about my numero uno 
tech resolution for 2021.

For most technology related tasks like 
backing up the data on my computer or 
keeping the various files on my computer 
organized, I have a proclivity for well-defined 
processes. However, such predisposition has 
evaded my conscience when it comes to 
the curation of digital photos/videos taken 
with my digital cameras and smartphones. 
Simply, I have been importing all the photos/
videos I take onto my computer indiscrimi-
nately – i.e. the good, the bad and the ugly 
– and they take residence in my portfolio.

For me, the risk of losing 20 years worth 
of “Kodak moments” captured and saved 
in the digital world is mitigated as photos/
videos are covered by the aforementioned 
backup process so that is not a concern.

If you don’t curate your photo/videos 
and instead just import, aka dump, every-
thing onto your computer’s storage or 
upload them to your cloud storage like I’ve 
been doing, precious storage space locally 
or in the cloud is taken up unnecessarily. 
Although buying additional storage media 
like an external hard drive for local storage 
is getting cheaper while the capacity offered 
is cavernous, why pay for storage space for 

unwanted photos/videos to begin with? 
The same is true for cloud storage. If you 
use Google Photos, Google’s cloud storage 
for photos/videos, they recently announced 
that they are discontinuing the free unlim-
ited storage of high quality photos/videos 
in mid-2021. 

The other challenge I’ve been encounter-
ing for a couple years now is how long and 
tedious it can be when looking for that nee-
dle-in-the-haystack photo/video. Although 
the volume of photos/videos I need to wade 
through in my storage to find something may 
be an aberration rather than the norm, I still 
recommend curating photos/videos even if 
you just started taking photos/videos with 
your smartphone recently. It’s better to build 
good habits early on before it gets out of hand.

Why can it get out of hand, you ask? With 
analog cameras and even digital cameras, 
taking pictures was a planned endeavor. 
With the ubiquity of a smartphone, along 
with its decent capability for taking photos/
videos, I do encounter exponentially more 
“Kodak moments.” Also, I want to share those 
moments or chronicles of my life with family 
members halfway around the world (which 
is of course made possible by the internet, 
aka the cloud) so the number of photos/
videos increases rapidly.

I’m sharing my 2021 new year’s tech res-
olution so you don’t have to attend the school 
of hard knocks. So how many photos/videos 
do I have to curate? Last time I checked in 
early December, it was up to 310,879 photos/
videos in 8,436 folders! 
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Westlake & Bay Village students 
share their favorite traditions

Things might look a little different this 
year, with socially distanced Santas and 
holiday gatherings conducted via Zoom, 
but it is still a time for family traditions 

that create lasting memories. For the Observer’s 
annual last-issue-of-the-year feature, students 
from Mrs. Melissa Graham’s fourth-grade class at 
Westlake Elementary and Mrs. Julie McArn’s first-
grade class at Normandy Elementary in Bay Village 
share favorite family traditions.

My Special Little Elf
Boom! Woah did I hear a 

little sneaky elf? It is finally my 
favorite time of year! Christ-
mas is the best time of year 
to find your own little, magical, 
sneaky, and amazing Elf on the 
Shelf. My elf is named Mr. Jingles. 
He writes me letters to show how happy he is and 
how proud he is of being a crazy elf. He is a very 
interesting elf who does silly things. For example, 
he once put flour EVERYWHERE! Mr. Jingles is one 
messy elf but he still makes my family joyful the 
whole Christmas season. This year my elf is going 
to love the snow, the smell of the delightful cookies 
and finally the beautiful Christmas decorations. 
If you ever want to get your own Elf on the Shelf 
just get it at the store. The elf set includes a book 
to tell you how to use and have fun with your elf. I 
am thankful for these Christmas elves!

– Ariella K., Westlake

Christmas at the 
Tree Farm

Well, the second to the last 
day of November, we go to friends 

and eat bagels and have a brunch. 
Then we go cut down our trees. When we 

get back to our house, we get dinner, eat it then we 
decorate the tree. We call it a tree decorating party. 
I love it!

– Alice F., Bay Village

Skating in Paradise
Do you do anything special 

on Christmas Eve morn-
ing? Every year my family 
and I have a skating party! 
We rent the Rocky River ice 
arena and have lots of fun 
together! We always enjoy lots of yummy donuts 
and of course coffee for the adults. We have a little 
room to set all of the food in. We play Christmas 
music throughout the arena. We invite my figure 
skating friends, my brother’s hockey friends and 
even some friends from school. We all do a lot of 
races on the ice and play some games such as tag. 
We even sometimes make little shows that go along 
with the Christmas music. Even though it’s not 
going to happen this year because of Covid-19, we 
are still going to try to make the winter break great! 
I hope you enjoy your winter and spread Christmas 
cheer for the holidays.

– Elise A., Westlake

Lights on the House
Every year me, my dad, and 

mom decorate inside then we go 
outside and put up all the lights. 
We have hundreds and thousands 
of lights! You should drive by my 
house and look at all of them. You 
would say, WOW! When we are done, 
we stay up late and watch a movie.

– James K., Bay Village

Fun, Frost, and Family!
Do you want to know about Christmas morning 

in a festive house? On December 25th, my brother 
and I wake up in the same room wearing our match-
ing pajamas. We enjoy watching “Mickey’s Once 
Upon a Christmas” together. Soon after, my parents 
come up to get us and we both go downstairs to 
the Christmas tree! When we go down, yummy hot 
chocolate is waiting for us and Christmas music fills 
the air. After we drink the delicious hot chocolate, 
we open our fun presents. My brother and I only 
get one present from Santa each year but we get 

others from family. After opening 
presents, my brother and I give 
our parents the presents we got 

them. We play with the pres-
ents we got and hang out 
with our family. My family 
and I are always home for 

Christmas, so our tradition 
is always the same. This is what I do on Christmas 
morning each and every year!

– Callie Jae E., Westlake

Baking Christmas Cookies
On Christmas, we always make cookies with 

grandma and grandpa and friends. This year, we 
are going to do it on Zoom at the same 
time. The WHOLE family will be on 
Zoom making cookies!

– Kenzie K., Bay Village

The Christmas Party/
Sleepover

Ding dong! We’re here! On Christmas day, my 
family goes to my Uncle Marty’s house in Westpark 
at 6:00 p.m. for a party. All of the kids know that we 

are going to have a sleepover, but everyone keeps it 
a secret until later in the evening. At the party, we 
play and open presents. My Uncle Gus dresses up as 
Santa Claus and he is not very good at acting! At the 
end of the evening, everyone gets ready t o 
go home. We tell our Uncle to suggest a 
sleepover, THEY SAID YES! Everybody 
leaves, except the kids. We usually play 
hide and seek and then watch a movie 
together. One year we stayed up all 
night and everyone was super tired the 
next day. In the morning we eat different 
types of pancakes. My favorite kind is chocolate or 
confetti pancakes. We have pulled this off for four 
years in a row and I can’t wait to pull it off again in a 
few weeks. Shh, don’t tell Mom and Dad.

– Joe B., Westlake

Christmas Traditions
My family and I celebrate Christmas with a 

lot of family traditions. On Christmas Eve, we get 
dressed up and go to church together. 
After church, we go over to my 
aunt’s house. When we get 
there, everyone opens pres-
ents. Sometimes we go in her 
hot tub! Another tradition we 
have is picking out our own Advent 
calendar to countdown the days 
until Christmas. I chose a chocolate one last year. 
On Christmas morning, our family opens all of our 
presents as soon as we wake up. Finally, we all go to 
my grandma’s house for Christmas dinner where we 
open up more presents with my cousins. In conclu-
sion, those are my five favorite Christmas traditions.

– Matthew B., Westlake

Visiting Family
Every Christmas, my aunts, uncles and cousins 

have a BIG Christmas Party on December 12th. We 
open presents from my cousins. We stay for 
two days with my grandma and grandpa in 
Columbus.

– Ben L., Bay Village

Giving Away 
Toys

What is your favorite tra-
dition this time of year? Mine is 
cleaning out our toys and giving 

them away to Goodwill! Every year my 
brothers, sisters and I go through our old toys. Skirt 
Skirt! That’s the sound of a garbage truck outside. The 
garbage truck does not take our toys though because 
we donate them. We take our toys to Goodwill so 

other children can have toys to play with. After 
donating our toys, we make room for the new 
toys that we may get. I really enjoy helping 
others during the holidays.

– Claire C., Westlake

New Year’s Eve
Pop Pop! That’s the sound 

of popcorn that my family 
enjoys while we watch movies 
together on New Year’s Eve. New 
Year’s Eve is my favorite time of year because I get 
to spend time with my family! I also get to open an 
early birthday present because my birthday is just 
two days away from New Year’s Eve. My Mom and I 
go shopping for New Year’s Eve dinner together. We 
always make homemade pizza and it is delicious. 
We also enjoy hot cocoa with gelatin free marshmal-

low, whipped cream and fudge. I really enjoy 
celebrating New Year’s Eve with my family.

– Nour N., Westlake

Christmas Morning at 
Home!

Caboom! It is my family’s favorite time of 
the year, Christmas morning. My three siblings 
and I sprint out of our rooms and wait excitedly 
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at the top of the stairs. My parents get ready and my 
mom turns on her camera. My parents say “3, 2, 1, 
go” and we sprint down the stairs to the tree. We start 
shaking the presents. My parents tell us to wait! We 
all put down our presents and go one by one because 
it’s my parents’ rule. We open the presents excitedly. 
My mom walks to the kitchen and puts on Christmas 
music and we all start dancing. After we are d o n e 
opening presents we eat breakfast. Christ-
mas Morning at home is my favorite tradi-
tion! What is your favorite tradition?

– Taylor K., Westlake

So Many 
Christmas Trees

Every year, we go with Mimi 
and Papa to cut down a tree. They live 
really far away. We pick our tree, then we tie it to the 
roof of our car. When we get it home, we decorate 
it with LOTS of ornaments. Mimi and Papa help us 
do all the work. Did you know that one time when 
I was 3, our tire popped on the way home with our 
tree? It was okay, the tree stayed on the roof.

– Bobby A., Bay Village

My Wondrous 
Winter Tradition

One snowy and bright day, the 
snow was sparkling in the sunlight, 
and a grandma with two grandchil-

dren, Emma and Jillian, were ready 
to play out in the snow. She told her grand-

daughters “C’mon! Let’s go outside and 
make snow angels and have a snowball 
fight!” Emma, Jillian, and Grandma K got 
on their snow gear. First, they got their 

snow pants on, then they threw on their 
boots. After that they put their coats, gloves, 

scarves, and hats on. They finally went outside! 
Jillian asked, “What do you want to do first?” “Snow 
angels!” Grandma K added. They all made snow angels, 
and then voted whose was the best. Grandma K’s snow 
angel won. They were really cold outside. Emma forgot 
her hat, so they decided to go back inside. 
Grandma K said, “We better make hot 
chocolate! It’s the tradition.” Grandma 
K made the hot chocolate because 
Emma and Jillian weren’t allowed to use 
the coffee maker. They made sure to add 
extra marshmallows! Once they finished 
their hot chocolate, they sat on the couch, and watched 
a movie. That is my favorite winter tradition.

– Jillian S., Westlake

The Day That is Christmas
Every year at Christmas, we see our aunt and 

uncle and our two cousins. We eat Christmas dinner 
and open presents we got for each other. It’s not on 
Christmas Day because we want to be with Santa. 
They go home to have Santa come to their house 
and then he comes to our house. It is so much fun.

– Lauren B., Bay Village

Fish Pond
My favorite tradition this time of year is 

a very fun tradition called Fish Pond! First, 
my family and I go to my grandparents’ house 

in Illinois. I play with my cousin and 
my brother until the rest of our family 

arrives. Once everyone has arrived, 
we enjoy Christmas dinner together. 
We run to get the delicious food and 

eat. After everyone is done with their 
food, it’s time for Fish Pond! We wait in 

line until it’s our turn. When it is your turn, you 
hold the pole and when you feel like the pole is 
getting heavy you pull it up. There will be a bag of 
presents and you will catch a present! Finally, when 
the tradition is over everyone goes home with the 
toys they pulled up.  It’s so fun! I hope your family 
enjoys traditions this time of year.

– Braden W., Westlake

Snow is Falling on the Best 
Family!

Every year we always go to Crocker to see the 
lights. Don’t you think they are pretty? My family does! 
My favorite part is going in the big snow globe and 
getting my picture taken with my sister. It’s so fun!

– Olivia A., Bay Village

Winter Fun
During winter break, my family has 

a big party at my Grandma’s house in 
Westlake! Maybe you do this too? All my 
family meets at my Grandma’s house. We 
have a large family of 34 cousins, 5 aunts, my 
parents, my siblings and 1 uncle. The kids play 

outside and the adults stay inside where it is 
warm. The adults talk and enjoy spending time 
together. We eat Thanksgiving foods like turkey 
and potatoes for dinner! This is my favorite tradi-

tion because I get to spend time with my family!
– Ali G., Westlake

Christmas at Grandparents
My family always goes to our grandma and 

grandpa’s house a couple of days before Christmas. 
On Christmas Eve, we go to my cousins. My sister 
Lynn and I love to go there! We eat dinner and then 
we get to help make the fruit punch. It is really good. 
You would love it!

– James S., Bay Village

Christmas with Family
Christmas time is my most favorite time of the 

year because it is filled with family and laughter. 
During the holiday we eat together and talk 
all day. We enjoy hot chocolate and play with 

our pet dogs, Black and Rocky. We listen to 
stories and dance to Christmas music. We buy 

presents for each other and hide them 
throughout the house. On Christmas morn-
ing we look for the presents around the 
house. We stay up late on Christmas 
night and enjoy watching movies 
together. I really enjoy spending time 
with my family on Christmas!

– Layelle S., Westlake

New Year’s Night
My favorite tradition each year is New Year’s 

Night! Every New Year’s Eve, my mom, dad, my grand-
parents and I always stay up until midnight or even 
later. We always find a Christmas movie and play 

board games like Monopoly, Trouble, Jenga, or 
The Game of Life. Before we start the movie 

or play some games, my mom and I take 
out some chips and salsa, some sweets 
such as Ferrero Rocher and appetizers. 
Before New Year’s Eve, my family does 

some Secret Santa shopping. Last year I 
got my dad for the gift exchange. I gave him some 

socks. After we play some board games, we open our 
Secret Santa gifts. My mom got me for Secret Santa, 
and she bought me some boots. After all of the things 
we do that night, I always fall asleep before I even go 
to bed. I don’t wake up the next morning until noon! 

My family and I always have so much fun on our 
favorite day, New Year’s Eve!

– Layla S., Westlake
 

New Year’s Cheer
New Year’s Eve is my favorite winter holiday 

because I love celebrating with my family! My 
brother’s family comes over to my house 
and we watch the ball drop at mid-
night! I enjoy playing with my 
niece and nephew. We play 
board games together. Last 
year we played Pie Face and 
Uno. For dinner, we enjoy deli-
cious pizza and wings. My sister 

always makes a fun and special dessert. Last year, 
she made Oreo balls and I decorated them 
with frosting and edible decorations! After 

dinner, we drive around Crocker Park to enjoy 
all the festive lights and decorations. My 

favorite part of New Year’s Eve is spending 
time with my family.

– Jenna Z., Westlake

The Amazing New Year’s Eve
Ding Dong! I wake up and my cousins are here 

because it’s New Year’s Eve! It is my favorite time of 
the year. On New Year’s Eve all my cousins come over 
and we  wear matching clothes. The boy cousins 
match each other, and the girls match. My aunts and 
my mom make the most delicious meal I have ever 
tasted in my whole life. We take family pictures in 
front of a wall that says the year. We also watch the 
huge ball drop on television. The best thing about 
New Year’s Eve is that we get to stay up until 1 a.m. 
My cousins and I play with the balloons. There are at 
least 30 people at my house. Sometimes my cousins 
will also sleepover. New Year’s Eve is awesome!

– Musa A., Westlake

I Bake Christmas 
Cookies

Do you bake Christmas 
cookies in December? My 
grandma and I enjoy baking 
cookies on December 1st. We 
buy cookie dough and cookie 
decorations at the store. First, we roll the dough so 

it is flat. Then, we use cookie cutters to make 
cut-out cookies. We make star and ginger-
bread shaped cookies. We bake the cookies 
in the oven and then place them on a plate 
to cool. Once they are cool, we decorate them 
with icing and sprinkles. My family enjoys 

eating the Christmas cookies together because they 
are delicious!                                 

– Xavier B., Westlake

Ohio State vs. Michigan
Touchdown! That is the sound of my favorite 

team, the Ohio State Buckeyes! My cous-
ins and I always play a football game 
before we watch The Ohio State and 
Michigan game. After we play foot-
ball, we put Ohio State jerseys on 
our dogs! We eat food like hot dogs 
and hamburgers together. We final-
ly sit and watch the big game! My dad says I 
love football because I was born the day before the 
Ohio State and Michigan game. It gets very loud 
in our house if there is a good play. This game is 
always a big rival and I can’t wait for Ohio State to 
show how good they are this year!

– Parker W., Westlake
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HUMOR

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

As we unpack and update deco-
rations, purchase gifts, and 
replace electronics, it’s not 

easy to determine how to appropri-
ately dispose of the things we no longer 
want. I am going to provide you with 
suggestions about how to discard of 
some of these things in ways that are 
earth-friendly.

Do you have old Christmas lights 
that no longer work? Please do not 

toss these into your trash. Rather, 
bring them to the Bay Village Hazard-
ous Waste Collection on Dec. 18. On 
this date they will accept light strands 
for recycling. Please drop them off at 
the Service Center, 31300 Naigle Road, 
between 7:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.

Are you purchasing new holiday 
lights? Please buy energy efficient LED 
light decorations to cut down your use 
of electricity during the holiday season.

Need a Christmas tree? Buying a 
real tree is the way to go. Christmas 
trees are grown on Christmas tree 
farms specifically for the purpose of 
being cut down. Real trees placed on 
the curbside after Christmas will be 
shredded into mulch for use again. 
Fake trees, even though they last years, 
will eventually end up in the landfill. 
Real trees do not.

When holiday shopping for gifts, 
look for earth-friendly or recycled 
gifts. Seek out local vendors, such as 
BAYarts. The internet is also a treasure 
chest of very cool items that people are 
making out of recycled things! Check 
out Etsy.com for ideas! You can shop 
locally on Etsy as well: when you enter 
in what you are looking for, a menu 
pops up on the left. Toward the bottom 
you are able to choose “shop location” 
and enter in your city so that vendors 
near you pop up and you are able to 
give them business. Shopping locally 
keeps money and jobs in our area, 
which is extra important this year.

For gift wrapping, purchase recy-
cled wrapping paper or better yet use 
fun fabric for wrapping with ribbon 
for bows! You can reuse the fabric and 
bows year after year after year, and so 

can your recipients.
If you are replacing electronics 

in your home, please recycle them 
instead of throwing them away. Visit 
cuyahogarecycles.org to find out where 
to recycle specific items using the 
“What do I do with” search.

Donate unwanted holiday deco-
rations. Recycle packing plastic (air 
bubbles) and peanuts at the UPS store. 
Recycle or reuse cardboard boxes. Gift 
experiences rather than things. Sup-
port local restaurants by purchasing 
gift cards for use in the future.

Remember the 5 R’s this season: 
Review, Reduce, Reuse, Repurpose, and 
finally Recycle. If you go through these 
R’s when you are determining what to 
buy new and what to do with some-
thing unwanted, you are starting at the 
right place with the earth in mind. 

Greening 
your holidays

THE GREEN REPORT

by GIOVANNI PALMIERO

When I moved to Westlake from 
Cleveland in 2011 I couldn’t help 
but notice Rocky River Police at 

the Hilliard exit almost on a daily basis. 
This was a concern. Was the Westlake Police 
Department similarly an adjunct to the 
treasury, a cash-cow for the mayor’s court? 
We would soon find out.

In 2020 my wife and I celebrated 
44 years of marriage. Many things keep 
us together but taste in movies isn’t one 
of them. But I’m a trouper and I guess it 
could be said I’d follow her anywhere so 
I always accompany her to “her” movies. 
But there are consequences! I’m still being 
pilloried some 10 years later for sleeping 
through the movie “Avatar.” To her it was 
a near-religious experience, to me it was a 
three-hour nap.

The AMC chain had recently installed 
recliner chairs in their theaters and we 
loved them. So one evening of our new life 
in Westlake we ventured to the Westwood 
AMC to see a movie and I saw further signs 
of AMC’s genius. They added a bar so now 
I can grab a glass of wine to enjoy with my 
movie. However, still stinging from my 
“Avatar” fiasco, I opted for a coffee drink 
instead. No need to give her any fresh 
ammunition.

We had a pleasant experience and on 
the way home I worked my way to Detroit 
Avenue. I had noticed in my short time in 
this city that there was a line of chuckholes 
that did a real number on both driver side 
tires. There’s a turn lane in the middle so 
I figured I would drive just a little left of 
the chuckholes, technically on the yellow 
line but in no danger of hitting oncoming 
traffic. My wife warned me one day I would 
get a ticket.

Well one of Westlake’s finest pulled 
me over. Luckily I hadn’t had that glass of 
wine at the theater. The gentleman heard 
me out, checked my license and saw that 
I lived nearby and wasn’t impaired in any 
way so he decided to only warn me. He 
kindly asked me to refrain from driving on 
the yellow lines and sent me on my way 

without a ticket.
Round 2 occurred in the performance 

of my grandfatherly duties. Each morn-
ing I drove my grandson to pre-school at 
St Bernadette. Pre-school entered by way 
of the Clague Road entrance. I was as yet 
unaware of the rear entrance so I also exited 
back out onto Clague Road. At 8 o’clock in 
the morning, Clague Road features half of 
North Olmsted and half of Westlake trying 
to make their way north to I-90 as quickly 
as possible.

Exiting that parking lot I felt it nec-
essary to don leather gloves, helmet, and 
channel my inner-Mario Andretti just to get 
out. On one of those mornings when I saw 
that minuscule crease open up, the same 
type of tiny hole that Eric Metcalf used to 
motor through to score those punt return 
touchdowns, I mashed on the gas.

As I made my left onto Center Ridge 
Road I was pulled over by another of West-
lake’s finest. I was going over the 20 mph 
school zone limit, the officer informed me. 
When I explained that I had just dropped 
off my grandson at St. Bernadette and my 
need for speed to even get out of there he 
peered into my backseat to notice the car 
seat. He also decided to let me go with a 
warning. What Shangri-La had I stumbled 
onto, this Westlake, Ohio.

My wife worked for years in the St. John 
Hospital emergency room as a registered 
nurse. In the emergency room she met just 
about every policeman in Cleveland’s first 
district. There were some fine gentlemen 
and women of every race, creed and color. 
But in Cleveland the emphasis of “to pro-
tect and serve” out of necessity was on the 
“protect” part. Here in Westlake they have 
the luxury to put emphasis on the “serve” 
part of that motto.

One evening while walking my dog an 
officer stopped his car to engage me in con-
versation asking about a camouflage hat I 
was wearing that my grandson in the Navy 
had sent me. I’m friends with the depart-
ment on Facebook. They warn me about 
seniors who have been scammed, post 
pictures of miscreants filmed in the com-
mission of crimes and I share them with my 
friends. To top off their move in my mind as 
the best police department ever is they have 
the coolest police dog. A Belgian Malinois is 
a breed I had never heard of until my Bay 
Area brother told me he was obsessed with 
them; better than German Shepherds, he 
told me. Now Westlake has one.

Thanks, gentlemen, for making our 
transition to the ‘burbs a smooth one. 

Westlake police 
roll out the 
welcome mat

I am a lifelong resident of Bay 
Village. I write to express my deep 
concern about preserving the trees in 
Bay Village.

Trees are essential to the char-
acter of Bay Village. Beyond simple 
beauty, trees serve essential func-
tions such as reducing air pollution, 
conserving water, and limiting noise 
pollution. Maintaining a robust tree 
canopy correlates with increases in 
residential property value by up to 15 
percent. 

From 2011-2017, Bay lost 8.5% 
of its tree canopy, a rate higher than 
the county average. Some of this loss 
came from clearcutting for multi-unit 
home development, but much came 
from the loss of one or two trees at 
a time on individual lots. This rate 
of loss is unsustainable and must be 
reversed to maintain the beauty and 
health of our community.

Recently the Bay Village Tree 
Commission presented a tree pro-
tection ordinance to City Council 
addressing the rapid loss of trees in our 
community. This ordinance clarifies 
the best practices of tree maintenance, 

establishes reasonable restrictions on 
developers to prevent clearcutting of 
trees, and requires homeowners to 
apply for a permit before removing 
trees greater than 8 inches in diam-
eter. This ordinance strikes the right 
balance between welcoming new 
commercial and residential develop-
ment and protecting our trees. Pas-
sage of the ordinance will ensure our 
community’s continued beauty and 
our robust property values.

I urge all residents who wish 
to preserve our trees and the char-
acter of our community to contact 
and encourage Mayor Paul Koomar 
and City Council to swiftly pass the 
proposed tree protection ordinance. 
Make your voice heard: contact 
information for city leaders is online 
at cityofbayvillage.com. If you would 
rather call, the phone number for City 
Hall is 440-899-3415. 

Together, we can push Council 
and the Mayor to pass this com-
monsense ordinance to preserve the 
beauty of Bay Village for generations 
to come.

– Tim Doyle, Bay Village

Bay ordinance will preserve tree canopy
READERS’  OPINIONS

Before writing a “how to raise a 
lady” article, it’s essential to take a step 
back and identify a key individual to 
the process. This person is crucial and 
rarely receives any acknowledgment 
for his role. He’s called the dad!

We grew up for most of our lives 
without our biological dad (our dad 
passed away); however, we had a good 
man who filled the role and eventually 
became our official stepdad.

The dad is the person who shows 
a girl how to be treated like a lady. 
He protects her and helps her, and 
makes her feel safe. He also makes 
it known verbally and non-verbally 
what is acceptable. The dad builds 
confidence and makes a girl feel worth 
being respected.

He also demonstrated what is 
expect by how he treats his wife. Often, 
a girl will emulate her parents’ rela-

tionship with her marriage because 
it’s what she knows to be normal.

The dad is also a key influencer 
when it comes to self-esteem, con-
fidence and tolerance. When a dad 
compliments a girl or explains why 
things are done a certain way, it builds 
inner strength and self-assurance. 
Now a young lady in training has 
choices to make and decisions to 
think about. What kind of a person 
does she want to be, and how does she 
want to be treated? What should she 
tolerate and expect to be respected?

An old cliché says a young man 
will treat his wife the way he treats 
his mother. The cliché also works for 
young ladies. A lady will allow a man 
to treat her as her father (or father 
figure) has treated her. Not only will 
she allow it, but she will also expect it. 
For this reason, the dad is vital when it 
comes to raising a good, strong, con-
fident lady.

– Colleen Harding, Bay Village

Raising a lady
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Benjamin Franklin said 
“Show me your cem-
eteries and I will tell you 

what kind of people you have.” 
Thanks to Mr. Charles (“Tallie”) 
and Mrs. Carolyn Young, Bay 
Village Lakeside Cemetery is 
saved! They epitomize the kind 
of people that make Bay Village 
the fine community that it is.

“Retracing Footsteps” by 
Catherine Burke Flament is an 
excellent source for all things 
Lakeside Cemetery. Here are 
some of the facts gleaned from 
that book: The cemetery was 
founded in 1814 when Reuben 
Osborn’s sister-in-law and 
infant nephew were accidental-
ly drowned in the Rocky River. 
Reuben donated some prop-
erty on the north side of Lake 
Road for the first public bury-
ing ground in Dover Township. 
Eventually Reuben Osborn’s 
land was divided between his 
descendants and through the 
years the cemetery has been 
expanded to the approximately 
half-acre that it is today.

It was in 1877 that Reu-
ben’s grandson David Defor-
est Osborn sold land to the 
trustees of Dover to expand 
the cemetery to the north, east 
and west of the original. At that 
time an additional 28-foot-wide 
piece of land to the east was 
purchased from others as well. 
David Osborn had grown up in 
his father Selden’s house which 
still stands at 29059 Lake Road, 
located diagonally southwest of 
the cemetery.

Because the first three gen-
erations of the Cahoon family 
are buried in Lakeside Cem-
etery, Ida Cahoon’s Will of the 
early 19th century includes a 
statement that Lakeside Cem-
etery is to be sacredly cared 
for and if need be protected to 
the north by a stone wall but is 
never to be removed from its 
current location.

During the 1970s about 40 
feet of waterlogged land was lost 
to the lake. At least one casket 
was said to have been partially 
exposed by the landslide into 
the lake. At that time a rebuild-
ing process was begun by the 
City of Bay Village and the Army 
Corps of Engineers. Steel mesh 
baskets filled with stones, and 
land were added to the north. 
Erosion since that time threat-
ened the cemetery yet again.

It was at a meeting of the 
Bay Village Historical Society 
trustees that I learned about 
this problem and that it was 
already in the midst of being 
solved thanks to the generosity 
of Tallie and Carolyn Young.

The Youngs live at 29039 
Lake Road, just east of the 
Selden Osborn house. I had 

heard, but cannot verify that 
the core of their home consists 
of two former Osborn structures 
that were joined together years 
ago. A 1914 Hopkins plat book 
shows a 26.87 acre parcel with 
the Selden Osborn home and 
two other structures set much 
farther back on the parcel. Hop-
kins plat books for 1920 and 
1927 show a rectangular home 
in the same location as the cur-
rent one and the County Auditor 
lists the year built as 1920.

In 2008 the Youngs pur-
chased the home from “B. J.” 
Schwartz, another community 
minded soul who spearheaded 
the replacement of the cem-
etery fence in the early 2000s. 
In addition to the house lot on 
the south side of Lake Road, the 
purchased property includes 
narrow parcels of land which 
nearly encircle the existing 
cemetery on the north side of 
Lake Road. When the Youngs 
purchased the home they did 
extensive additions and renova-
tions, including adding a large 
central tower to give themselves 
a lake view over the cemetery. 
When they want to experience 
the lake more intimately, they 
just cross the street, walk along-
side the cemetery fence and use 
their lakeside patio with fire pit 
and bench.

The Youngs could have 
haggled with the city over who 
would pay for what because any 
improvements to the lakeshore 
would benefit both their prop-
erty and the cemetery. They sim-
plified the matter by offering to 
pay for all of the improvements 
themselves. This donation must 
be well in the six figures.

On Aug. 31, 2020, Resolu-
tion No. 20-79, accepting their 
donation of shoreline work, 
was passed by Bay Village City 
Council and the Cahoon Memo-
rial Park trustees. The actual 
physical shoreline work contin-
ues as this article goes to press. 
From the westerly stone pier 
in Huntington Park the heavy 
equipment can be seen con-
structing that stone wall that 
Ida Cahoon predicted might be 
needed years ago.

Since this is the Christ-
mas edition of the Observer it 
seems appropriate to bring to 
mind Dickens’ classic story “A 
Christmas Carol.” Instead of 
the ghosts of Christmas past, 
present and future being con-
jured up to reform a Scrooge 
we ask that the spirits of Bay 
Village residents past, present 
and future bless the Youngs 
and all those in the Bay Village 
and Westlake communities that 
make this such a great place to 
live!

Merry Christmas, and as 
Tiny Tim said, God bless us, 
every one! 

A gift for all seasons
DIGGING DOVER – BAY VILLAGE
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1927 Hopkins Plat Book showing 
Lakeside Cemetery and 29039 and 
29059 Lake Road

The Youngs’ house at 29039 Lake Road, looking 
south from Lakeside Cemetery.

View from within Lakeside Cemetery looking northeast at heavy equipment and the 
Cleveland skyline in the distance.

View looking west from Huntington pier at shoreline work 
at Lakeside Cemetery underway in the center of the picture.

Historic Selden Osborn house, 
29059 Lake Road.
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Christmas Eve, Thur. Dec. 24
Candlelight Service 7:00 p.m.
Please join our Advent Family as 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

3760 Dover Center Road, Westlake
www.adventwestlake.org • 440-871-6685

Advent Episcopal Church

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

Christmas Eve Service
Thurs, December 24 at 6:30 p.m.
To join us for our Live Stream service, please go to
www.facebook.com/parknaz/ 
or www.youtube.com Parkside Nazarene Church
(For availability of possible in-person services, please check our website)

Parkside Church of the Nazarene
23600 Hilliard Blvd., Westlake   www.parknaz.org

Celebrate
     the birth of 
  Christ within 
     each of us.

23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake, OH 44145

VIRTUAL
HOLIDAY SERVICES
  Christmas Eve - Dec. 24, 2020
     5:00 p.m. 

  Sunday - Dec. 27, 2020
    11:00 a.m. 
    Burning Bowl Service

www.unitywestlake.org

Christmas WO 2020.indd   1Christmas WO 2020.indd   1 11/24/20   9:36 PM11/24/20   9:36 PM

Worship together 
this Christmas season

The camels are coming!         
Westlake UMC to host live Nativity

by SCOTT POHLKAMP

Bethesda on the Bay 
Lutheran Church & 
Childcare Center is 

pleased to announce the host-
ing of an outdoor live Nativ-
ity for the public on Sunday, 
Dec. 20, from 4:30-6 p.m. on 
its spacious grounds at 28607 
Wolf Road in Bay Village.

The Nativity will include 
a brief presentation of the 
Bible’s account of Jesus’ 
birth. The Nativity scene will 
include a manger and live 
animals. “We want to spread 
the joy of Christmas and 
the holiday season from our 
family at Bethesda to yours,” 
said Pastor Freeman-Riley. 
Anyone may drive by and 
view the live Nativity or safely 
attend the outdoor presenta-

tion. There is abundant park-
ing. No reservations required. 
All attendees will be required 
to physical-distance and wear 
a mask.

The Nativity will show-
case animals from New 
Beginnings Equine Rescue, 
including a camel, small 
highland cow, donkey, goats 
and perhaps other animals to 
fill the Nativity scene. Come 
experience the wonder of the 
story of God coming into the 
world in a new and deeply 
meaningful way!

In lieu of a charge for 
admission, all are encouraged 
to donate to Lutheran Metro-
politan Ministry (LMM), a 
51-year-old non-profit pro-
viding safety net services in 
Cleveland and across north-
east Ohio. 

Bethesda on the Bay to 
host outdoor live Nativity

by ELLIE PEIFFER

Westlake United Meth-
odist Church hosted 
its first live nativity 

last year and the congregation 
was overjoyed by the positive 
feedback from the community. 
One person commented, “for a 
moment I felt like I was really in 
Bethlehem! It was a moment of 
the divine on earth. Hearing the 
story and songs really gave me 
the Christmas spirit!” 

One year later, the live 
camels and donkeys will be back, 
but with a twist. “So many things 
have been cancelled this year 
because of COVID. We knew we 
had to find a way to still make 
this experience possible,” said 
Christopher Neeley, Westlake 
UMC’s Director of Music and 
Youth. 

This year’s live Nativity has 
been redesigned as a drive-in 
performance that can be viewed 
from your parked car while lis-
tening to a radio broadcast on 
channel 87.7 FM. The volunteer 
cast members are groups of fami-
lies that will be socially distanced 
from one another near a life-size 
manger scene built by members 

of the congregation.
Westlake UMC is located at 

27650 Center Ridge Road. Show 
times are at 6:30 p.m., 7:15 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 18. All 
welcome! Enter the church park-
ing lot from Center Ridge Road. 
Please remain in your car. If your 
windows are down, plan to wear 
a mask. 
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Christmas 2020
A Thrill of Hope

Come celebrate with us!
Services on December 23rd & 24th

4:00 pm 
Christmas in the Courtyard 
an outdoor family service

6:00 pm or 8:00 pm 
indoor services 

(note: the format at both hours 
on both days is exactly the same)

For the safety of all, we will maintain 
social distancing and mask-wearing for all services

BAY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
25415 Lake Road, Bay Village, OH 44140 || www.baypres.org || 440.871.3822

and share the glorious news of our Savior’s birth!

CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICES

Please join us for

Online or in person

CHURCH + SCHOOL
St. Paul Westlake
27993 Detroit Rd., Westlake

For further information, call the 
church office at (440) 835-3050

www.stpaulwestlake.org
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27650 Center Ridge Rd. | westlakeumc.org

You’re Invited

Candlelight
Christmas 
Eve
Thursday, 
December 24

Look to the Light

3 pm  Drive-in with Communion*

5 pm  Live Stream Family
7 pm  Drive-in with Communion*

9 pm  Live Stream Traditional with Strings
               * Bring your own bread and juice for communion.

Live Nativity 
Friday, December 18 
Drive-in Performances 
6:30, 7:15 and 8 pm

Experience the wonder of Christmas  
with live animals viewed from the  
safety of your parked car.

Worship together 
this Christmas season

by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

Dr. Michele Moore had no idea 
she’d be putting her medical 
degree to work for the Bay Vil-

lage City School District when applying 
for a library aide position in 2014. But 
when Gov. Mike DeWine asked school 
systems to name district-wide COVID-
19 coordinators this past September, Dr. 
Moore’s name was on the short list.

“Michele not only has the medical 
training, she knows our district,” said 
Dr. Holly Schafer, director of human 
resources for Bay Village Schools. “We 
immediately thought of her, and she 
hasn’t missed a beat since accepting the 
challenge.”

Dr. Moore not only coordinates 
the district’s confirmed cases and quar-
antines, she’s involved with compiling 
student daily health check information, 

coordinating contact tracing with the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health and 
talking to families daily to help parents 
decide if they should send their students 
to school. She is a key member of the dis-
trict’s COVID-19 Task Force, and assists 
with projections based on the data she 
collects. All tasks she had no idea she’d 
be doing when reentering the workforce 
six years ago to take on a job in Westerly 
Elementary School’s library.

The Youngstown-area native said 
she left the medical profession – and its 
hours – behind to raise her two children 
(Patty and Cyril), and reentered the work-
force as her youngest entered fifth grade. 
An avid reader, Dr. Moore thought a job 
in one of the school district’s libraries 
would be perfect.

“I joke around that I went from ele-
mentary science fiction books to real-life 
science fiction with the pandemic,” said 

Dr. Moore. “It’s been an extreme change 
of direction for me, but I’m honored to be 
helping my adopted hometown’s school 
district.”

Drs. Moore and Schafer keep fami-
lies, faculty and 
staff updated 
with new, con-
firmed cases of 
the virus, and 
also host a weekly 
“Monday Minute” 
Zoom session 
for district team 
members. The 
popular segment 
is optional, but 
with more than 
200 of the district’s 
400 employees 
tuning in each 
week, it’s becom-

ing a “gather around the water cooler” 
opportunity for district staffers.

“I tune in every Monday to learn 
more about how our district, region 
and state are managing the virus,” said 
Susan Bish, secretary to the principal 
of Normandy School. “Drs. Moore and 
Schafer do an excellent job explaining 
information in layperson’s terms. I espe-
cially appreciate that they both, along 
with Supt. Hausmann, take the time to 
respond to staff questions during and 
after the meetings.” 

Doctor turned library aide coordinates       
Bay Village Schools’ COVID-19 response

Dr. Michele Moore, left, and Dr. Holly Schafer keep Bay 
Schools faculty, staff and families updated on the latest 
COVID-19 data.

BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS
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Church of the Redeemer 
on Center Ridge Road covered its lawn 
with 2,495 white flags to bear witness to those that have 
died of Covid-19 in Ohio. The number started with 1,195 on May 9 
and is updated weekly; this photo reflected the count as of June 11. 

A sculpture of “Homeless Jesus” outside St. Barnabas 
Episcopal Church.

Black Lives Matter demonstrators sparked by the 
death of George Floyd of Minneapolis gather at 
Cahoon Memorial Park on June 5, 2020. The crowd 
laid down in silence for 8 minutes and 46 seconds, 
the amount of time that Floyd was pinned down on 
the ground by police as he died.

Bay Village Mayor Paul Koomar presents 
Richard Gash with his Citizen of the Year 
award at an outdoor reception Sept. 24 at the 
Bay Boat Club.  

The comet NEOWISE as seen from Cahoon Memorial 
Park on July 17.  It will not be seen again for 800 years.

Westlake Planning Director Jim Bedell, Will Krause, 
Mayor Dennis Clough and former Planning Director 
Robert Parry stand behind an old map of Westlake, 
a gift from the city for Krause’s retirement.

Bay Village Police Chief Mark 
Spaetzel retires.

Lan Le To won the Lu 
Walter Best in Bloom award 
in the annual Westlake in 
Bloom competition.

Social distancing inspired drive-by Stations of the Cross throughout 
the community.

Citizens throughout Bay Village and 
Westlake showed their resolve and support 
for essential services with lawn signs 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The presidential 
election of 2020  
brought out political 
signs everywhere. Masks for safe learning.

Looking back: 2020 in photos
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Bay UMC continues Knickerbocker 
Thanksgiving tradition

by GREGORY SCOTT

The Bay United Methodist Church pro-
vides an annual Thanksgiving dinner 
for the residents of the Knickerbocker 

Apartments. Members of the Church pre-
pare the food and set up, serve, and clean 
up after the dinner is served.

This year, the current pandemic pro-
vided some challenges but Bay United 
Methodist would prevail. Not being able 
to have the residents gather for dinner 
coupled with the concern of having the 
Church congregation gather and prepare 
the meal, prepared dinners were acquired 
by the Church and provided to the resi-

dents as a substitute.
Normally, the turkeys are carved by Paul 

Koomar, Bay Village mayor, but this year 
he provided an inspirational message that 
was provided with all the meals. In addition, 
a blessings message was also provided by 
Rev. Jonathan McCleery. Lastly, messages 
written by members of the congregation 
were provided to the residents, reminding 
them that they were being remembered at 
this thankful time of the year.

It is with gratitude that the congrega-
tion of the Bay United Methodist Church 
was able to maintain this tradition, one that 
is truly appreciated by the residents of the 
Knickerbocker. 

In years past, Santa Claus visited the Bay Village Community House for the annual 
Cahoon Christmas event. Because of COVID-19, this year’s event sponsored by the 
Bay Village Historical Society and the Bay Village Kiwanis Club had Santa greet 
children on Dec. 6 as he was driven throughout the city in a pickup truck. 2020 was 
a unique year, to say the least. But civic organizations stepped up and provided 
some much needed fun in trying times. Robin Markan captured of this photo of her 
daughters waving at Santa as he passed by their home.

Strange 2020: Santa in a pickup!

The citizen-powered newspaper

Share Your News, 
Photos & 

Community Events

Become an Observer
Join with 1,200+ community members of all ages who have 

joined in to share their stories, photos and community events in 
our community’s favorite newspaper and website.

Can I participate?
YES! The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake 

residents who want to participate in sharing positive news. It’s 
fun, easy and free to become an Observer. Visit our website at 

wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to sign up and be 
a part of this growing community project! 
Questions? Email staff@wbvobserver.com 

by GIOVANNI PALMIERO

Kindergarten was an idyllic 
time for me. My teacher was 
a wonderful woman who 

was on a perpetual hunt to dish out 
amazing hugs. The only negative 
was when I brought my first report 
card home with the name Giovanni 
Palmiero written on it. Who was 
that?! I had been called Johnny my 
entire life. My best friend was baffled 
by that fact and mispronounced it 
Sfanni and I rushed home crying. 
The next day my mother went up to 
the school and changed it to John. 
Crisis averted.

Fast forward 15 years. Two 
years of college had not left me in 
a good place so I joined the Army. 
My Army recruiter came by one 
day puzzled. He could not find a 
birth certificate for anyone named 
John Palmiero. Oops! He had to go 
back and find a birth certificate for 
Giovanni. I had forgotten what was 
on my birth certificate.

Another interesting tidbit that 
made basic training even more 
rewarding was that some brainiac 
had decreed that anyone joining 
with two years of college could start 
out as a Private First Class instead of 
a buck private. Apparently not a lot 
of Rhodes Scholars were enlisting 
in 1975. We had two drill sergeants, 
one black and one white, both 
Southern. The two of them may 
have driven past a college campus 
once but they immediately drew a 
bead on that target on my back.

Because of my rank they made 
me the platoon guide which meant 
they would chew me out in their 
office then I’d go out and relay the 
bad news to everyone else. Drill 
sergeants have a way of cutting 
you down. “Three hots and a cot” 
were guaranteed but before you 

could sit down to that meal they 
grilled you. “Palmiero, what’s your 
third general order?” “Palmiero, 
who’s the base commander?” Every 
wrong answer resulted in push-ups. 
It worked wonders. The heavy guys 
lost weight, the thin guys bulked up. 
I got into the shape of my life.

Lucky for me because one day 
the fire-plug looking Sarge told us 
to make a circle as he held two sets 
of boxing gloves. He called out two 
names and they had to duke it out 
in the middle of that circle. I guess 
it was payback time. He’d show the 
college boy who refused to put in 
for a name change. To oppose me 
he picked three of the toughest 
guys. First was a tall slim black kid 
from Chicago. I was fortunate to 
get up under his defense and deck 
him. Next, he picked a solid boy 
from North Carolina and I rocked 
him with a straight shot to the jaw. 
Lastly, he picked a guy nicknamed 
“Sexy,” another black Chicagoan 
who was missing a front tooth and 
had this giant head. He got the best 
of me so drill sergeant was pleased.

I think after eight weeks of 
hell, err Basic Training, this child of 
Southern Italian immigrants proved 
to those two Southern Americans 
that we were pretty tough and hard-
headed, too. When I got home on 
leave before deployment to Ger-
many, my future bride saw my 
Army I.D. “Wait! Your real name is 
Giovanni. That is so cool! You’ve 
been going by John by choice? 
What kind of dim bulb are you?” 
she inquired incredulously.

After all that I began to proudly 
use my real name. Then on a visit to 
my father’s hometown of Coreno, 
Italy, I stayed with my cousin who 
interestingly called me Gianni. Is 
that the circle of life? I’ll let greater 
minds than I to figure that out. 

What’s in a name?
HUMOR

Westlake & Bay Village citizens      
have joined in writing and 
photographing this unique 
community news project. 
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

We need your help
Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding mission – to strengthen our 

community by informing and engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added challenge at a time when 

emotional connection and togetherness matter so much.
Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the community can share news, 

share stories and share laughs.
If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form below. Donations may also be made by credit card at 
wbvobserver.com. All supporters will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.
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by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.
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by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.
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Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

The Westlake High School 
Technology & Engineer-
ing (T & E) Department 

was selected for the state’s best 
project during the Ohio Tech-
nology & Engineering Educators 

Association (OTEEA) state con-
ference school exhibits competi-
tion, held April 6 in the Buckeye 
Building of the Ohio Expo Center 
in Columbus. The event was held 
in conjunction with the growing 
MakerX festival.

Students of the Westlake High 

School T & E Department garnered 
two state champion titles for their 
Best of Show awards in two dif-
ferent technology categories, and 
added the prestigious Zupancic 
award as well as a Best of Show 
runner-up award. 

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by April 26 

at wbvobserver.com
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More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

 » See TECHNOLOGY page 2

Ethan Simon, Connor Reis, Robert Fulop and Austin Loosli won a state title for their “Multi-Unit 
Townhouse” model home design at the OTEEA competition in Columbus.

WHS students win state champion 
titles for technology projects

 » See GIRL SCOUTS page 14

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, Jim, age 50, had 
back surgery. Two lumbar 
vertebrae fused, screws 

placed. Two weeks ago, severe back 
pain shot down his left knee, knocked 
him to the floor, curled him into a 
fetal position.

He’s been to the ER five times. 
Doctors think it’s his hip, groin or 
back. He’s frustrated. Last night, for 
his pain, he bought a jar of CBD 
(cannabidiol) cream from his mas-
seuse. “This stuff’s flying off the 
shelf,” she told him.
What’s CBD oil?

Marijuana plants 
contain hundreds of 
chemicals. The two 
big stars: CBD and 
THC (tetrahydrocan-
nabinol). CBD does not produce a “high,” unlike THC.

CBD oil: Truth and hope 
about a cannabis product

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

CBD oil is available online 
and at many retail locations.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake resident 
Deb Myers 
received the 

2019 Myrna Chelko Vol-
unteer Award from West-
lake Porter Public Library 
at a volunteer recognition 
event on March 31.

A Reception Desk 
volunteer since 2002, 
Myers is one of the first 
“faces of the library” that 
visitors see when entering 
the building. Because of 
her longevity as a volun-
teer, Myers is known for 
her knowledge about the library and her resulting 
ability to assist patrons. She also volunteers for the 
Friends of Porter Public Library’s annual Big Book Sale 

as well as at the Ice 
Cream Social. She 
has given close to 
2,500 hours of ser-
vice to the library.

Myrna Chelko 
was a long-time 
library volunteer 
who was known 
for her dedication 
to the library and 
her hard work. She 
helped found the 
Friends of Porter 
Public Library 
and her many 
volunteer services 
include being an 

officer of that group and a library board member. 
Myrna exemplified the volunteer spirit, which is why 
the award was created in her name. 

Myers receives Porter Library volunteer award

 » See CBD page 4

Porter Library Board President Elizabeth Sheehe 
(center) and Library Director Andrew Mangels (right) 
honored volunteer Deb Myers (left) with the library's 
annual Myrna Chelko Volunteer Award at a recent 
volunteer recognition event. 
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A makeshift dam diverts the Sperry Creek into pipes 
under Queenswood Drive as the bridge above is 

demolished. Since this April 9 photo, the old bridge 
structure in Bay Village has been completely removed.
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Queenswood Drive        
bridge replacement
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 » See RELAY page 6

by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Days fireworks fun-
draising team has added 
a second raffle prize: four 

tickets to the Wednesday, Aug. 
13, Cleveland Indians game and 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to throw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.

Anyone who has already purchased a raffle 
ticket for the suite for 16 persons at the Friday, Aug. 22, Indians game 
offered by the group is automatically eligible to win this additional prize.

The Aug. 22 Indians package includes a suite for 16 persons with food 
and soft drinks, four parking passes and the opportunity for four persons 
to view the fireworks display from the visitors’ dugout.

The Aug. 13 Indians prize includes four seats to a game versus the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and the ceremonial first pitch. The first 10,000 
persons to that game also receive a pair of aviator sunglasses, courtesy 
of SportstimeOhio.

The winning tickets will be drawn at Bay Days on the Fourth of July.
Tickets for either prize are $25 each or five for $100. All proceeds help 

to fund the Bay Days fireworks display, which is now privately funded.
Call 216-386-5997 or email ericjeakin@gmail.com to purchase tickets 

or for more information, or fill out the form on page 16 of this issue. 

First-pitch prize added 
to Bay fireworks raffle

CEREMONIAL 
FIRST PITCH
CEREMONIAL 

FIRST PITCH

Event organizer Amy Brediger, in blue, walks a lap at Westlake High during Relay for Life on 
May 31 with, from left, Jackie Ferguson, cancer survivor Missy Johnson, and Maureen Rote.

by PIXIE EMERSON

BAYarts will be 
marking the 
60 anniversa-

ry of the Sam Shep-
pard trial this year 
with a gallery exhibit 
and related events 
beginning Aug. 8.

T h e  h o u s e 
where Dr. Shep-
pard was arrested is 
BAYarts’ own Fuller 
House, which was 
located in what is 
now Cashelmara at 
the time of his arrest. 
A celebrity in its own 
right, the 122-year-
old Fuller House became international 
news 30 years later when it was moved 
to its current location on BAYarts 
campus via a barge on Lake Erie.

BAYarts will host an informal gath-
ering on Aug. 13 on the Fuller House 
porch to piece together your personal 
memories of the people and the events. 
The gallery exhibit: “A Strange Holiday: 
An Aesthetic Examination of the Sam 
Sheppard Case” will open Friday, Aug. 
8, 7-9 p.m. and run through Sept. 27 in 
the Sullivan Family Gallery.

Got a story or tip? Send it to       
fullerhousestories@bayarts.net. 

Tell BAYarts your Sam Sheppard 
or Fuller House story

In 1984, the Fuller House was floated by 
barge to its new location on the BAYarts 
campus. Dr. Sheppard was arrested July 30, 
1954, on the front porch of this, his parent’s 
home, and charged with the murder of his 
wife, Marilyn.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

When Dennis Sullivan’s seventh-grad-
ers at Lee Burneson Middle School 
learned that they had won the Leu-

kemia & Lymphoma Society’s Pasta for Pennies 
contest at the school, they made a startling 
request.

The students asked that the Olive Garden 
lunch they had won for their classroom be 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House, a 
home-away-from home for families of children 
being treated at Cleveland-area hospitals. Lunch 
was delivered to those families on May 29.

“Many families on our team are currently 
personally affected by cancer,” said Sullivan, 
seventh-grade social studies teacher and 

middle school athletic director. “The most 
incredible act was to donate the motivational 
lunch back to the hospital. I am extremely 
proud of all the kids in my homeroom.”

The Pasta for Pennies program encourages 
students to collect spare change over a three-
week period. Lee Burneson Middle School 
donated a collective $3,844.55 – the ninth high-
est amount raised out of 466 Northeast Ohio 
schools that participated in the fundraiser. Sul-
livan’s class collected $504.04.

“I can’t begin to express how incredibly 
grateful the parents and staff were to receive 
a wonderful meal,” said Kerri Peterson-Davis, 
campaign manager for school and youth pro-
grams at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society-
Northern Ohio Chapter. “Please express to 
your students that not only are they making 
a difference in the lives 
of those fighting blood 
cancer, but also the 
lives of people who 
are currently spending 
hours in a hospital as 

LBMS class 
donates prize 
back to charity

by AMY BREDIGER

Well we did it – and we couldn’t have had 
nicer weather or better people to sup-
port our cause! The Westshore Relay is 

over but I am still smiling from the overwhelming 
love that was felt by all. 

Our event was a great success, coming in 
almost $10,000 over our original goal and still 
going. We have team fundraisers scheduled over 
the summer and a few donations that will not 

be released until July.  I consider this a huge 
achievement and sincerely appreciate everyone 
who helped make it happen.

I found myself crying as I announced the 
amount of money raised, $36,000 so far, to the 
crowd Sunday morning. I know how much work 
we all put into this event and it was heartwarm-
ing to have it pay off. I took on this Relay three 
years ago when it was down and out, and now 
we are breathing new life into it together. 

A wedding photo of Marilyn 
and Sam Sheppard.
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United in fight against cancer
Relay for Life surpasses fundraising goal

by EILEEN VERNON

In celebration of its 20th year, The Bay 
Village Foundation voted last month to 
approve two major projects. Trustees 

voted to make an anniversary gift to the 
families of Bay Village by refurbishing and 
adding new features to the Play in Bay play-
ground in Cahoon Memorial Park.

Twenty years ago, Bay Village City 
Council set up a private fund to help two 

groups of volunteers that were raising 
funds for the Play in Bay playground and 
for the expansion of the Bay Way Cabin. 
Council President T. Richard Martin sug-
gested that a separate fund be set up to act 
as a private account to hold the incoming 
funds during the drives. The new fund was 
called The Future of Bay.

Both groups succeeded in their goals 
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FREE TO READ!
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Submit your story
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Bay Village Foundation plans 
anniversary gift to residents

The Bay Village Foundation will add new features, replace worn materials 
and enhance the safety of the Play in Bay playground as a gift to residents in 
celebration of the group’s 20th anniversary.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village./wbvobserver

 » See PLAY IN BAY page 2

The Westlake Fire Department received 
two awards at the July 2 Westlake City 
Council meeting.

The first, presented by the American 
Heart Association, was the organization’s Mis-
sion Lifeline Silver Award, which recognized 
the Westlake Fire Department’s high standard 
of cardiac care and transport of patients suf-
fering from a STEMI, a severe heart attack 
that requires urgent treatment to prevent 
death. Of the 1,400 agencies in the state that 
provide emergency services, only 51 received 
the award.

The second award was a recognition from 
St. John Medical Center for excellent care of 
cardiovascular patients for the year 2014. 
 

Pictured left to right: Alexander Kuhn (American Heart Association), Chief James Hughes, firefighter Nick Dangel, 
firefighter Paul Carroll,  firefighter Tyler Kelly, Asst. Chief Mike Freeman, firefighter Eric Szytec, Capt. Russ Hetman, 
firefighter John Kish, firefighter Glen Netkowicz, Lt. Doug Vasi, Linda Owen (St. John Medical Center, manager of 
cardiovascular services) and Bill Young (St. John Medical Center CEO).

Westlake firefighters 
honored with two awards
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by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The opportunity for artists 
to display their work in the 
Community of Fine Arts 

Show for the month of August pro-
vides exposure of their work for sale 
and a possibility of prize money. But 
registration for the 2015 COFA, a 
juried art show, which the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council founded 16 
years ago, has a July 13 deadline for art 
work submission.

The W-WAC accepts works for 
the COFA from amateur/semi-profes-
sionals, 18 years or older, and in five 
categories: Oil/Acrylic; Watercolor; 
Drawing/Pen & Ink; Charcoal/Pastel; 
and Photography.

The 16th edition of COFA will take 
place August 3 through 29 at Westlake 

Porter Public Library, which has gra-
ciously hosted the event for the past 
several years. 

Details of how works are submitted 
for possible entry, fees, prizes and other 
pertinent information are outlined on 
the entry form, which is available online 
at w-wac.org. For more information 
contact Robert Pearl at 440-554-7522 or 
email at robrtpearl@aol.com. 

Rewarding invitation for artists

Polly Barrett’s watercolor, “A Wild Ride,” 
was exhibited in the 2014 COFA.

by CONDA BOYD

The Bay Village City Hall micro-
phone project moved another 
step closer to completion at City 

Council’s June 29 meeting, when Claire 
Banasiak, chair of LWV-Greater Cleve-
land’s Bay Village chapter, presented a 
check for $10,000 to Council President 
Paul Koomar. The total cost of the proj-
ect, which is expected to be completed 
by early fall, is estimated at $16,000.

High-quality microphones will be 
purchased for Council chambers and 
for the conference room where com-
mittee meetings are held. 

As noted in the LWV’s presenta-
tion letter, by accepting the gift, the 
City agrees to install and maintain the 
system and to “record all open meet-
ings and make recordings available to 
the public at no charge through the 
city web site for both listening and 
download.”

Since May 18, Council has been 
posting its meeting recordings to the 
web. However, the sound quality is 
poor. Superior pickups will produce 
clearer recordings – and speakers 
installed in Council chambers will 

Loud and clear 
from city hall

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

 » See MICROPHONES page 2

by KAREN DERBY

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) has awarded 

Bay High School the Energy 
Star Building label, 
recognizing the 
school as one of the 
most energy effi-
cient K-12 school 
facilities in the 
United States.

Bay High earned a 
score of 96 on the 100-
point scale, far exceeding 
the required score of 75 in 
the rigorous examination of 
energy efficiency.

“You are not just saving 
energy and money with your 
investments in efficiency,” 
said Ted Bedell of Gardiner, 
the district’s partner in iden-
tifying and implementing 
energy conservation strate-
gies. “You are reducing your 
carbon footprint to the ben-
efit of our environment.”

by NELSON BLOUNT

“Let my heart be broken 
with the things that 
break the heart of 

God.” These words by Bob 
Pierce, who in 1970 was presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, were 
written after visiting children 
suffering in Korea. His mission 

for this organization was “to 
meet emergency needs in crisis 
areas through existing evan-
gelical mission agencies and 
national churches.” Since 1993 
the leadership of Samaritan’s 
Purse (Franklin Graham) have 
delivered more than 124 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes. There are 
500,000 volunteers worldwide.

Today, some 46 years later, 
Operation Christmas Child con-
tinues to make a difference in 
the lives of children through-
out the world. This year six 
unreached groups of people will 
be the recipients of shoeboxes 
filled with toys and other items 
for the first time along with 
shoeboxes being delivered to 
over 100 countries. There are so 
many millions of children in our 
world who have never received 
a gift of any kind, much less a 
shoebox filled with gifts.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

CELEBRATING 8 YEARS OF CITIZEN JOURNALISM

Bay Village 
cracks down on 
dogs at large
by DENNIS DRISCOLL

To establish an effective remedy to address a serious 
initial dog attack as occurred this past summer, 
the Bay Village City Council revised ordinance 

section 505.01 regarding animals running at large. While 
the revised ordinance has the same running-at-large pro-
hibitions as the prior ordinance, the revised ordinance 
has escalating penalties which provides Bay Village with 
broad authority to deter a future dog attack.

The running-at-large restrictions prohibit the owner 
of a dog, cat or other animal from allowing the animal to 
remain upon any public street or on any city park except 
under the reasonable control of a responsible person. 
The ordinance further requires that, while on private 
property, the animal be contained on the private prop-
erty and not allowed to cross outside the property line.

Under the revised ordinance, upon an owner’s 
first violation of this ordinance, the owner is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor and can be fined up to $150.

 » See DOGS page 2

Westlake church launches 
Operation Christmas Child

 » See CHILD page 2

Getting a scary makeover

Make-up artist Katie Lane transforms Arabella into a vampire 
as she teaches Halloween face-painting tricks to teens during 
a workshop at the Bay Village branch library on Oct. 12.

WHS senior 
selected as best  
jazz drummer

Westlake High School 
senior Jeremy McCabe 

was selected to perform in the 
All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio 
Music Educators Conference in 
Cleveland the week of Feb. 1-4, 
2017. Jeremy submitted his audi-
tion this spring and was selected 
as the only drummer in the band. 
Students from all over Ohio sub-
mitted audition recordings for 
this prestigious honor. 

Bay High saving energy, 
dollars and environment

 » See ENERGY page 4

The Fall Fairy and a juggler at Westlake’s Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt entertain a long line of families 
waiting to select from over 400 pumpkins at the pumpkin patch. More than 1,000 people attended the 
event featuring free hayrides, balloon artists and treats. See more: wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.
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Fall
Festival
Fun

by CAITLYN HARTZELL, 
ADDISON MEAUX, ABBIE 
DENT and PHOEBE 
SUTHERLAND

This is the first in a series of 
three articles from members 
of Explorer Club 360 on the 
health of Porter 
Creek, a stream 
that flows through 
Westlake and Bay 
Village, exiting at 
Huntington Beach 
into Lake Erie.

Our concern 
regarding 
the creek 

came from a study 
conducted by the 
Cuyahoga County 
Health Depart-
ment as reported 
in their June 30, 

2014, “A Holistic Watershed 
Approach to Health at Hun-
tington Beach.”

In summary the report 
stated that E. coli from Porter 
Creek was responsible for 
closing the beach for 10-20 
percent of the swimming 

season. Our assignment was 
to do a visual assessment of 
the creek, observing the pres-
ence of physical debris, foam, 
wildlife, bank erosion and the 
water characteristics such as 
flow, turbidity and clarity. 

by TARA WENDELL

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough gave his 33rd 
annual State of the 

City address to members of 
the business community at the 
March 13 West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon. The 
annual presentation highlights 
the work of the city’s depart-
ments over the previous year, 
offers a snapshot of the city’s 
finances and provides a look at 
upcoming projects.

Westlake’s healthy budget 
and strong, diverse tax base allow 
the city to provide a high level of 
service and many community 
improvements. Business incen-
tives entice large companies to 
locate and remain in Westlake.

“We do pride ourselves on 
the relationship we have devel-
oped with the business commu-
nity,” Clough said. “To tell you 
that the city of Westlake contin-
ues to grow is often an under-
statement.”

Thir ty-s ix  businesses 
opened, expanded or relocated 

within Westlake during 2017, 
totaling more than 156,000 
square feet of retail space and 
65,000 square feet of industrial 
space. Commercial and residen-
tial construction combined gen-
erated a total investment in the 
city of more than $100 million 
over the last year.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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at wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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Westlake Rain & Garden 
Show will explore ways 
to protect watershed

 » See GARDEN SHOW page 2

 » See EXPLORER page 2

Mayor Clough addresses 
the state of Westlake

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
speaks to members of the West 
Shore Chamber on March 13.
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by MICHAELA KEKEDY

“Protecting Our Future” 
is this year’s theme for 
the City of Westlake’s 

Rain and Garden Show, which will 
be held at Crocker Park’s Market 
Square on Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public.

“The use of sustainable prac-
tices and conservation throughout 
our watershed helps protect our 
future,” said Robert Kelly, director 
of the Westlake Engineering Depart-
ment. “We bring local vendors and 
organizations together at this fami-
ly-friendly event, appealing to both 
adults and children to make it easier 
to learn how to help keep our local 
waterways clean and sustainable.”

The city of Westlake’s storm 
drainage watershed consists of 
seven major streams and creeks that 
eventually discharge to Lake Erie: 
Cahoon, Porter, Schwartz, Sperry, 
Wilhelmy, Wischmeyer and Wolf. 
These creeks have about 150 miles 
of storm sewers that collect rain 
from developed areas like parking 
lots, roadways and buildings.

“Lake Erie is our sole source 
of drinking water and a vital rec-
reational and economic resource 
for the region,” said Wesley Davis, 
civil engineer for the city’s Engi-
neering Department. “People can 
take simple steps to help minimize 
debris, fertilizers, chemicals and 
other contaminants from entering 
the watershed.”

Explorer Club 360: Visual 
assessment of Porter Creek

Bay Village middle schoolers Caitlyn, Abbie, Addison and Phoebe 
study a Porter Creek watershed map.

Hundreds of Bay High School students participated in the National School Walkout on 
March 14, observing 17 minutes of silent reflection in remembrance of the lives lost in the 
Parkland, Florida, school shooting, and to show their support for other schools that have 
undergone similar tragedies. The walkout was entirely student led and organized. Students 
worked with the school administration which supported the showing of student activism. 
Pictured are Julia Martin, holding a sign, and event organizer Danielle Cooke. See more 
photos of the event by Bay High student photographer Connor Starowesky on page  4.

17 minutes of silence
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Thank you to our 
supportive readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling!
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